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appoint three persona as a court of appeal.
It does not say three members of the local
authority, but only three persons. I pre-
mime it would be three persons In or
around the district because It would not
do to appoint one committee for the whole
State as it would take five years before an
appeal could be heard in some Instances.
So it will mean one committee in each
area involved.

What Is the position of the committee,
tribunal or court of appeal, or whatever
else it might be called? The council has
been obliged to accept the Taxation De-
partment's value. The ratepayer is dis-
satisfed and goes to the committee. If
we are to be compelled to adopt the Taxa-
tion Department's valuations, then let us
adhere to them, although I make It quite
clear that I object to being compelled to
adopt them. If we are to be compelled to
adopt them, why play about with the right
of appeal by an extraneous body?

In my opinion we should let the local
authority decide whether it will adopt
those valuations In whole or In part. Let
them on all occasions be made available to
the local authorities. Let them determine
whether they will adopt them in whole or
In part, and then when they do, it will be
their business to justify, if they are called
upon to do so, the values which they
decided to adopt. Then we will have some
semblance of local government, and not a
local government getting more and more
control from some person or organisation
some distance away.

There are also in this measure a great
many other proposals with which I do not
entirely agree. I am sure the Minister
will agree with me that the second reading
debate should only be used in this case
for a discussion on the major objections
to the Bill. There are other objections and
matters which, for the sake of time par-
ticularly, should be dealt with in Commit-
tee. I have raised three or four of my
Principal objections to the measure. I
have criticised the Minister for some of
his remarks which I think were entirely
unjustified. I have pointed out to the best
of my ability that part of the Bill, In my
opinion, requiring examination because we
are losing sight of the cardinal factor that
this Is supposed to be a local government
Bill and not a Bill to control local govern-
ment. The rest of my remarks and argu-
ments can be advanced In Committee.

On motion by Mr. Havenl, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 5.28 p.m.
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The PltE&DEN'r took the Chair at 4.30
P.M.. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS,

TRAFFIC.
Convictions, Deaths, injuries, etc.

Hon. A. R. JONES asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

Will he give the Hiouse the following
information In respect to the years-

1951-52;
1952-53;
1953-54;
1954-55;
1955-56:-

(1) How many persons under the age
of 21 Years were convicted of negligent
driving of motor-cycles?

(2) How many persons over the age of
21 Years were convicted of negligent driv-
Ing of motor-cycles?

(3) How many deaths occurred as a
direct cause of the offences mentioned in
No. (1) and No. (2)?7

(4) How many persons received major
Injuries as a direct cause of the offences
In No. (1) and No. (2) ?

(5) How many persons were charged
with drunken driving?

(8) How many of the persons so charged
avalled themselves of the opportunity to
consult a doctor?

(71) How many of the persons charged
were convicted of drunken driving?

(8) How many deaths occurred as a
result of accidents which were the subject
of the charges under question No. (5)?

(9) How many persons received major
injuries as a result of the same accidents?
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The CHIEF' SECRETARY replied:
(1), (2), (3) and (4) The Government

Statistician, who compiles figures of this
nature, does not keep statistics showing the
ages of persons convicted in negligent driv-
ing; nor does he tabulate the classes of
vehicles driven.

(5) 1951-52 ... ... .... .... 238
1952-53 .. ... .. ... 252
1953-54 .... ... .. ~. 318
1954-55 .... ... ... .... 284
1955-56 .... .... I... .... 264

(6) This information is not available,
but all persons charged with driving whilst
under the Influence of drink are advised at
the time of their arrest that they have the
right to be medically examined at their
own expense.

(7) 1951-52 .... .... .... 218
1952-53 .... ... .... .... 229
1053-54 .... .... .... ... 285
1954-55 _ ..... .. ... 261
1955-56 . ... . 246

(8) 1951-52
1952-53
1953-54
1954-55
1955 -56

(9) 1951-52
1952-53
1953 -54
1954-55
1955-58

11
0
3
0
5
56
55
53
31
34

WESTERN URANIUM LTD.
Freight on Building Materials.

Hon. N. E. BAXTERt (for Hon. J. Mc!.
Thomson) asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) What amount of building materials
has been forwarded to Ravensthorpe for
the housing scheme of Western Uranium
Ltd., over the railways to Newdegate and
the subsidised road transport on to Ravens-
thorpe?

(2) What is the total amount of freight
paid on such materials to date?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 342 tons for the period from the 1st

January. 1955, to the 31st August, 1956.
(2) Railway freight, £1,597. The cost of

road haulage from Newdegate to Ravens-
thorpe account Western Uranium Ltd.,
which is not subsidised, is 6d. per ton mile.

ADDRESS -IN-REPLY.
Tenth flap-Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the 12th Septem-
her.

HON. H. , BLOCHE (South) [4.40): Be-
f ore speaking to the Address-in-reply I
wish to express my regret at the loss of
two valuable members of this House by

death, and of Sir Prank Gibson and Mr.
Craig by retirement. I extend my con-
dolences to the relatives of the two gentle-
men who died. They were both. in their
own spheres, strong advocates of the in-
terests they felt they represented in the
House.

It is fortunate that, in passing froml
condolences, one can congratulate the
members who have taken their place, on
the manner in which they expressed them-
selves in furthering the Interests of the
people whom they feel they represent In
this Chamber. The people who elected
them will be able to feel confident that they
will be well and worthily represented here.

Last year when speaking to this motion.
I expressed myself on our economic posi-
tion In such a way that I fear some mem-
bers felt that I took a somewhat too pessi-
mistic view. It seemed to me that; with
the falling overseas income and rising
imports, despite savage import restrictions
and rising costs within Australia, it would
not be long before we faced a crisis. I
think the position is still very serious, but
I am somewhat more optimistic. solely for
the reason that today many of our people
are giving heed to the position. They awe
concerned at the state of Australia's
economy and finances generally.

That In itself should be a matter of
strength for the country in dealing with
the problems that beset it. That wider
appreciation, which has developed over the
last 12 months, Is fortunate, because it
seems to me that we have been granted
a breathing space which. in all the circum-
stances, only the most optimistic of us
could have expected.

We have experienced a marked increase
In the price of wool, which is one of the
major means by which Australia finances
Its overseas commitments. There has been
an almost world-wide demand for our
wheat, although not at high prices.
occasioned by adverse seasonal conditions
elsewhere. This has enabled us to unload
a considerable portion of the wheat that
was stored In Australia: more than we
could have expected 12 months ago. The
result has been that our economy has been
steadied to that extent. It has given us an
opportunity, as a people, to take stock of
our position, and we would be extremely
foolish If we neglected to avail ourselves of
this opportunity.

A big proportion of our people today-
particularly those amongst the more think-
Ing sections of the community-are anxious
to know what those Ini authority in this
country-that Is, the Governments-are
contemplating, and what action is in pros-
pect in order to stabilise our position as It
is now, before a further drift results, so
that the present acute position reaches
crisis proportions. I believe that if the
people are given a lead by the Govern-
ments, they will be prepared to accept it.
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'Hunman nature being what It Is, we all-'
It is no use condemning the other fellow,
because we are all in it-are hoping that
If any sacrifice is called for, it will fall on
the other fellow's shoulders rather than
.our own, as individuals. If we are wise we
will recognise the fact that the boom in
development that followed the war has
temporarily to be consolidated; that the
inflation which Is the result of the war has
to be adjusted, or that all bf us will as In-
dividuals be confronted wfih a crisis, unless
as. a -people we are prepared to rise to the
Occasion.

This applies not only in respect of wages,
profits, hire purchase, interest rates, price
control and trade practices, but right
through the community. It does not seem
that we have yet reached the stage where
sacrifices, as such, or reductions, are called
for, if we can achieve some measure of
stability, or a stand-still arrangement that
will enable us to maintain conditions as
they are with reasonable stability.
. In that respect I was Interested at the
tune-and I think it is still appropriate-
In a Press report of a statement made by
Mr. Adlat Stevenson last year in America.
As members know, he is a contender for
the Presidency of the United States. He
was reported as follows-

* He said he was not a "prophet of
gloom." but that certain economic
trends pointed to trouble ahead and
the nation's leaders should talk less
about the size of the boom and more
about how to make it last.

Mr. Stevenson said that United
States farmers were not sharing at all
in the prosperity.

"Their prices continue to fall while
prices to consumers do not, and the
profits of manufacturers rise to un-
precedented levels," he said.

"In the past, such a trend has been
an ominous warning of trouble ahead."

Much the same conditions, I think, apply
here except that within the last few months
we have had the unexpected increases in
wool prices. We should all give a lot of
thought to our position. We have reached
a standard of prosperity for the general
mass of our people which compares f avour-
ably with that of any other country in the
world. I do not, for the life of me, believe
that this country or any other country Is
any different from an Individual or an
aggregation of individuals in that it
cannot be expected to go on uninterrupt-
edly from one spectacular gain to another.
The boom conditions we have had over the
last 10 years cannot be expected to con-
tinue without some steadying influence.

If we are ready to face this fact and
prepare for it now, I see no reason why we
should not avoid a crisis and having,
eventually, to ask our people to make sac-
rifices which they will feel are out of all

proportion to the conditions, or the stan-
dards to which they have become ac-
customed.

I am not foolish enough to believe that
proposals for restraint and for the stabilisa-
tion of our economy will not be met by
bitter opposition, especially as we are served
by the sort of daily Press which, unfor-
tunately, we have In this State.. If such
proposals are advanced, I think we. can rest
assured that every form of misrepresenta-
tion and specious propaganda will be ad-
vanced against them by the daily Press,
which enjoys a monopoly in this State.

I have never agreed with Sir Charles
Latham more than when he directed the
attention of this House to the abuses that
are practised by "The West Australian"
newspaper in this State in its neglect to
keep the people informed; in its misuse of
its monopoly, and the fact that advertising
seems to be Its primary concern.. A friend
of mine recently made a check of the ad-
vertising matter in "The West Australian,"
and he found that it represented 65 per
cent, of the newspaper space. That could
be an exaggeration but as members know
from their own observation, 'it is a very
considerable proportion.

SAs far as I can see, sport, slime, slops
and silly bits of news-such as reports of
a goat eating the tail of a man's coat In
South Africa-seem to be the news features
that are important in these times. The
Press gives little or no space to news
Items that inform the people of this coun-
try of the difficulties that might lie ahead.
Members will recall that "The West Aus-
tralian" tried to belittle Sir Charles as a
publicity-seeking politician.

Members will agree with me, I think, that,
after 30 years of public life, the amount of
publicity that he has had, both favourable
and unf avourable, would probably suffice.
Sir Charles for the rest of his days. I am
quite sure that he Is not so interested in
publicity as "The West Australian" would
hive the public believe. That newspaper Is
more concerned-and It realises. this
more than anyone else-with the fact that
if any restraint or curbing of its exploita-
tion of its monopolistic position were to be
made, It would have to be done through this
Parliament:; and if it. can belittle poli-
ticians in advance, It will be conditioning
the public mind against any restrictive
legislation that may be proposed.

Previously, I have expressed myself as
being extremely concerned about the pro-
blem of the half-caste population In this
State and the operations of the Native Wel-
fare Department To me this is a matter
for very real concern, as anyone Can See
that the position Is still further deteriorat-
ing, because no worth-while effort seems to
be being made by the department, and its
main purpose in life appears toD be that of
looking around for someone to blame when
any criticism is made of It or any trouble
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arises in regard to the half-castes In this
State. Instead, this Department should
accept the kisme itself.

If any protests are made on any subject,
in order to cover up its own uselessness and
Ineffectiveness, the department resorts to
tactics designed to lay the blame on to
someone else. From the Press reports that
we receive, it is obvious that the position is
deteriorating still further, and that the
difficulties which are being encountered in
regard to the half-caste population in this
State are Increasing considerably.

I note that only recently, in connection
with a case that has become somewhat
notorious, the Minister for Pollee stated
that he was concerned about the morale of
the Police Force being affected by an in-
cident that had happened following which
he recommended that some rather etxra-
ordinary procedures should be followed. I
would suggest to the Minister for Pollee,
who is also the Minister for Native Wel-
fare, that he might make some inquiry as
to the adverse effect on the morale of the
'Police Force in the country districts where
the half-caste population is numerous,
because of the position brought about by
the activities of the Native Welfare De-
partment.

Hon. A. R. Jones: Did you say "activl-
ties"?

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Yes; I said activities.
With respect to the half-castes, the action
of the police is limited. Before they make
any move they first have to consider what
the repercussions wml be and how the
Native Welfare Department will react: and
secondly, how such action is going to affect
their own position with their own depart-
ment, namely, the Police Department. The
position is particularly bad in those
districts where any one policeman is
stationed. This Is a most unfortunate
state of affairs because no one benefits,
least of all the half-caste population.

in order to cite an illustration to show
the lack of control by the Native Wel-
fare Department, and how it shifts its
responsibility on to someone else, I am
going to quote some correspondence.
Any member or the Minister may see this
correspondence later If he so desires.
Representations were made to the Minister
by a member of Parliament about a district.
on behalf'of a certain road board. I will
not quote the first two paragraphs: but,
in the letter, the member of Parliament
who wrote it goes on to say-

They are also concerned over the
position of natives with citizenship
rights in two ways: first, while there
is only a' limited number of these
people, there seems to be a reluctance,
they say, on the! part of these people
to camp with the natives who are not
Possessed of citizenship rights, and the
question has arisen, whether the de-
partment were prepared to co-operate

In setting aside some special area
where these people can set up their
tents and other habitations. In ad-
dition, there are indications (which
seem to be quite plain to members of
the board) that at least one of these
People is buying liquor and selling It
to the other natives.

The reply which was sent by the Com-
missioner of Native Welfare to the Minis-
ter reads as follows:-

Natives who are camped elsewhere
than on the Dative reserve must be
residing on property either privately
owned or Crown land or under the
Jurisdiction of the road board. They
are therefore trespassing and can be
only legally dealt with by the property
owners.

This department has no legal
authority to interfere with them, and
Its official representative in the district
has Jurisdiction only in respect to land
that has been gazetted a native reserve.
It would be inimical to his role and
duties as their agent and friend if he
took part in the punitive action which
It seems would be necessary to remove
the natives from where they are now
camped.

Holders of citizenship rights are no
longer "natives" within the meaning of
the Native Welfare Act and this de-
partment consequently has no juris-
diction or responsibility whatever in
respect to them.

It is presumed that any constituted
authority vested with the authority to
allocate land for any purpose could
set aside a "special area where these
people can set up their tents, etc."
This department has no such author-
ity, as has been stated.

The Citizenship Rights holder who
"is buying liquor and selling It to the
other natives" is committn an offence
and police action should be taken
against him.

So the department has no responsibility
for the law. It was also stated in the
letter to the department seeking informa-
tion as follows:-

There is also being experienced great
difficulty in persuading the natives,
particularly those without Citizenship
Rights, to accept work. Two respons-
ible farmers informed me that they
had off ered work to two ablebodle4
natives at the usual rates of pay, but
both of them said that they were not
Interested, and the allegation was that,
as a result, they were really loitering
about the town with no visible means
of support.

To this the department replied:-
I am not able to make any worth-

while comment about people wb
refuse to accept work, but suggest thit
If they are, in fact, "loitering about
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the town with no visible means of
support" they could be dealt with by
the pollee under the Vagrancy Act.

So apparently there is no responsibility on
the department in that regard. The letter
to the department went on to say-

Dealing with the question of the
supply of liquor, I understand that for
.a time the local publican refused to
supply liquor in bottles to natives with
Citizenship Rights because he was
satisfied that the quantities being pur-
chased could not be consumed by the
individual, and were being Illicitly dis-
posed of, as above suggested. He was
advised, however, that he could not
lawfully take this stand, and aband-
oned the Idea.

To that the department replied as fol-
lows-

in general, our department is in the
same position in so far as those com-
plaints are concerned as the "local
publican" referred to, whose action
with the holders of citizenship rights
had to be abandoned because it could
not lawfully be sustained.

The department apparently welcomed the
idea that It has no authority in this mat-
ter. The letter to the department further
stated-

The Purpose of this letter, therefore,
is not to criticise the department or
the natives, but to seek the advice of
your department as to what can be
done to better the Position.

The department replied to the Minister
as follows:-

The road board seems to believe
that this department has power to
control the behaviour of natives
and even some people who are
no longer natives according to law.
This view is as widespread as It is
fallacious. Natives are well aware of
our duties and our limitations, and
the only notice they take of unauthor-
ised actions or Instructions by welfare
officers is more hostile than attentive.

I read that correspondence at the risk
,of boring members because I wanted to
bring home to those who are not in close
touch with this problem the position as
It exists and the utter ineffectiveness of
the department, which seems bent on re-
garding as its bounden duty the stimu-
lation of hostility and misunderstanding
as between local authorities, local citizens,
and the half-caste population In the dis-
tricts where they live. I should say that,
at the moment, that seems to be the chief
activity of the Department of Native Wel-
fare. For what other purpose it exists
I cannot say. We in the Great Southern
see very little evidence which would lead
us to believe it serves any other purpose.
The statements It makes in response to
criticism lead me to think that perhaps

one of the greatest difficulties is to sort
out fiction from fact in the statements It
issues.

I have come to the conclusion that It
is very questionable whether this depart-
ment will ever function with any pros-
pect of doing anything worth while to over-
come the Problems of the half-caste popu-
lation under its present control. The mis-
sions are helping for as long as they can,
and some of them are receiving substan-
tial grants. They can look to the holding
of the native children until they reach
school-leaving age, but what happens from
14 to 20 years of age? We have the half-
caste children educated to the same stand-
ard as a 14-year-old white child.

When the half-caste leaves school he goes
back to the bush, in the impossible con-
ditions under which his parents and for-
bears have lived. Such a child knows no
better. If anything, we are creating a
worse problem for such children. It would
probably be better If we had Dot tried to
educate them at all. This, of course, is
not acceptable as an alternative to any-
one who has this problem at heart and
who wants to see something done to as-
similate the native into the white popu-
lation.

I would like to express the hope that
the Government and the Minister con-
cerned will proceed with their proposals
to overhaul the traffic set-up as it exists
in the metropolitan area today. Although
we have not the details, no doubt there
will be plenty of room for criticism. It
is a problem that is growing every day.
It is one which, from one cause or an-
other, for one reason or another, has not
been dealt with in the past when It might
have been easier of solution. If Cabinet
and the Minister follow the lines which
they have indicated, despite the opposi-
tion of sectional interests, and are pre-
pared in the main to carry through their
proposals, I believe they are entitled to
the support of all. right-thinking people
in respect of metropolitan traffic.

Perhaps when the Government has fin-
ished with some of the long-overdue re-
forms that it thinks this State should have,
It might give some attention to the major
overhaul of our licensing laws. The posi-
tion has drifted and is continuing to drift.
We have in the Licensing Court very esti-
mable gentlemen who seem, as a court, to
have outlived their usefulness. The hotels
in this State, and even the ones In the
metropolitan area, are not above criti-
cism in regard to accommodation. To a
very large extent the accommodation for
the public does not mean a thing to them.

There are some hotels--and I am speak-
ing particularly of the country-that are
doing an excellent job and providing an
excellent service. So many of the licencees
however, seem to be so greatly tied up
with their commitments, their ingoing and
their rentals, that only the bar trade makes
any appeal to them. They do not seem
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disposed to give any worth-while con-
sideration to the accommodation side of
their business at all.

To my mind, the conditions, particu-
larly In the country, do not seem likely
to be improved whilst we maintain the
present farce of not allowing anyone to
go in and compete, when, with the best
intention in the world, through our
licensing legislation, we have built up a
monopoly; and that monopoly in most
hotels has a tremendous goodwill, merely
because of the operations of the Licensing
Court and the licensing laws. The court
is not responsible for the laws.

I should think-and I am speaking now
of places like Kalgoorlie, but there are
others affected, though not to the same
extent--that if it were possible for people
to go in with their own capital and build
a few hotels, the accommodation and the
service to the public would be improved
tremendously. That applies to a lesser
extent in other towns in this State. I do
not think there is a prospect of achieving
much whilst we retain the restrictions of
the present licensing laws.

it is well-nigh impossible for anyone
purchasing one of the existing hotels, pay-
ing for the goodwill, paying for the busi-
ness and then spending tens of thousands
of pounds in making it into a modemn
building, to provide accommodation. Even
in the metropolitan area it seems to me
that the Licensing Court hardly gives
the regard to the accommodation side
of the hotel business that it might, when
we see that a licence for the sale
of liquor is given to a new hotel, with
accommodation for only 16 bedrooms, that
is to cost 210,000. If I remember correctly,
another one was advertised as having only
22 bedrooms, and costing £90,000. This
renders the position farcical and makes the
bar trade the only side of the business to
be considered. Admittedly it Is the most

profitable side; but If we cannot ally the
profitable side, which is the hotel bar
trading, to the other side, which is not so
profitable but so essential to the travelling
public-that is, the provision of accommo-
dation-then our licensing laws are break-
ing down. I support the motion.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ron. 0.
Fraser-West) [5.141: Mr. President the
number of speakers in this debate-there
were 23 out of a posible 28-I1 would say
without going into the records and mak-
ing a close examination, must be very
nearly a record. It must be realised that
with 22 members speaking for varying
periods, the total amount of time spent
on the Address-in-reply is indeed aston-
ishing. I am not complaining that mem-
bers have taken too long. What I am
saying is that so many subjects have been
introduced by the 22 speakers that it is
only natural I am not in a position to
reply to all that has been said and all the
points that have been raised.

Hon. H. K. Watson: We gave you the
whole week-end to prepare your replies.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I would need
to take a whole week-end to reply to them
all. Members need not think that because
on Many occasions, the Minister for Rail-
ways and I were not in our seats no
notice has been taken of what they
Said. I can assure them that it was; and
the procedure we have adopted through
the Years since we have been in office is
that every member's speech is examined
and portions are extracted from it and
sent to the relevant departments with the
idea of obtaining the information required.
This is done In order to secure answers
to questions asked and to indicate whether
statements made are correct or otherwise.
When they are incorrect, this is pointed
out in the course of the reply to the debate.
So a thorough examination is made of
everything which is said by each member
who speaks on the Address-in-reply.

Hon. C. H. Simpson: Then we can look
for some improvement.

The CflF SECRETARY: No. If the
hon. member is fair, I do not see how he
can say there should be an improvement
on What has happened to the speeches of
members, at least since I have been Chief
Secretary. The same procedure has been
followed. Even the minutest statement of
a member has received examination. How-
ever, I want to emphasise that although
that has been done, I am not going to
attempt to reply to all the statements that
have been made. I have merely made these
few Preliminary remarks in order to let
Members know the manner in which their
addresses are dealt with.

I would like to congratulate Mr. JTeffery
on the excellent speech he made on open-
ing day. I am sure that he satisfied mem-
bers who had the Privilege of hearing him
that he will prove an asset to this Chamber
and will be one whose views will at least
be taken into consideration by other mem-
bers on every question on which he speaks.

In a most interesting fashion and re-
miniscent vein Sir Charles Latham during
his speech, submitted some excellent ad-
vice to the Young people of today. I really
enjoyed his speech on that Occasion more
than ever I had done previously. That is
a Proof that the longer one is here the
greater improvement he shows.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Or is it that
You have improved?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: On no oc-
casion have I enjoyed a6 speech by the hon.
member as much as was the case this time.
Perhaps it was because he did not criticise.
Bloth he and Mr. Simpson spoke with a
broad vision and did not refer to parochial
matters. When I make that Statement, I
do not want members to think that I be-
lieve they should not introduce parochial.
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matters In their speeches on the Address-
In-reply. As a matter of fact, I think that
Is the time-that and during the debate on
the Supply Bill-when members should
introduce what are termed parochial mat-
ters, because that is the only time during
the session that they have an opportunity
of referring to subjects that are of vital
concern to their districts; and very often
quite a lot of good can come from speeches
made in this connection during the debate
on the Address-in-reply and on the Supply
Bill.

Another excellent maiden speech came
from Mr, Mattiske and, as he said himself,
it is to be hoped he will assist in presenting
the views and information so excellently
presented in the past by the late Mr.
Hearn. I would re-echo those sentiments.
If Mr. Mattiske can reach the standard of
Mr. Hearn in debate, his contributions will
be well worth while.

It was very pleasing to listen to the in-
formation supplied by Messrs. Teahan and
Heenan in regard to goldmining, and to
learn of the efficient assistance given to
the industry by the Mines Department; and
Mr. Murray furnished the House with a
very interesting outline of the timber pro-
iduction position in this State. other
knowledgeable speeches came from Messrs.
Lavery and Willesee and comments made
by them have been forwarded to the
appropriate authorities.

So far I have been throwing bouquets.
Now I will be critical. Mr. Griffith was
very critical of staff arrangements at the
last State elections. However, he was
somewhat astray in his remarks. Firstly
he referred to a returning officer at
-a polling booth. He should know that
there is only one returning officer appoint-
,ed for each district, and the returning
,officer engages the staff required for the
polling places within his district. No staff
Is allotted by the Electoral office.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: Will you alter the
'word and make it "presiding" officer?
That will make it read all right.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Secondly, the
bon. member mentioned that at the polling
place at which he attended an elector could
vote at any table irrespective of the alpha-
betical order of his surname.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: I did not say that at
all.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is the
report we have.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: I said there was a
long table and that one could vote at any
section of it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It la the same
thing.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: Of course, it Isn't!
You are intimating that there were a lot
of tables&

The PRESIDENT: Order, please!
The CHIEF SECRETARY: It does not

matter whether there was one or a dozen.
A man could vote at any table. This Is
quite correct and is the established prac-
tice in State elections. It is in conformity
with the Electoral Act and is regarded as
much more satisfactory than alphabetical
sections. Under the provisions of the Act,
when a large number of electors is likely
to vote at a, polling place the returning
officer may subdivide it into sections. If
this happened, it would be necessary to
appoint a presiding officer for each sec-
tion. and a separate ballot box for each.
it is considered such an arrangement would
be a hindrance and, in fact, would result in
increased costs in the staffing and furnish-
ing of a large polling place.

The staff engaged at the chief polling
place, East Victoria Park, at the last gen-
eral elections was not regarded as excessive,
as alleged by the hon. member. In the
engagement of staff a returning officer
works on the basis of two officers for every
500 votes expected to be taken, and two
officers for every 150 absent and section
votes. A similar basis Is adopted by the
Commonwealth Electoral Office.

At the East Victoria Park polling place
at which there were 22 officers engaged,
3,540 Legislative Assembly votes, 1,002 Leg-
islative Council votes, and 299 absent and
section votes were recorded. On the basis
previously stated, 14 officers would be re-
quired for the Legislative Assembly votes,
four officers for the Legislative Council
votes, and four officers for the absent and
section votes. in addition, it Is essential to
have a presiding officer in charge at a pol-
ling place of this size, and also a door-
keeper. It can be seen, therefore, that
this polling place was far from being over-
staffed, as implied by Mr. Griffith.

it seems he was wrongly informed In
regard to the staff instructed to report at
the R.S.L. hall. In a compact district such
as Victoria Park, with an enrolment of
approximately 10,000, It Is usual for the
returning officer to engage a couple of
extra officials as relief officers, so that
they can be moved from Polling Place to
polling place at short notice during the
day as occasions may arise.

On this occasion these officers were first
instructed to report at the R.S.L. hall
where the returning officer considered the
impact of the early morning rush would
be most evident. Unfortunately, the ac-
commodation made available by the R.S.L.
authorities was not adequate to accom-
modate the additional staff without
Jeopardising the free flow of electors, arid
in consequence the presiding officer In
charge instructed them to report back to
the returning officer at the chief polling
place. The returning officer is quite satis-
fied that if accommodation had been
available, these officers could have been
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usefully engaged at the RS.L. hall until
such time as they were required at some
other polling place.

It is rather illogical for the hon. mem-
ber to attempt to compare the cost of re-
spective general elections for the whole
State over a number of years. as the cost
of any election is reflected in the number
of contested districts or provinces.

In the 1953 general election there were
28 districts contested, as against 34 in
1956; and it is estimated that the addi-
tional cost for the extra contests in 1956
would be £2,500.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: Does the Chief Sec-
retary realise that because there were
Council elections on the same day, all those
Polling booths would be open whether
there was a contest or not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Quite so.
Hon. A. F. Griffith: Then where is the

logic in the comment the Chief Secretary
made?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will leave
that to the hon. member to point out.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: In other words, the
Chief Secretary has not an answer.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have
answered the hon. member. In the 1954
Legislative Council elections there were
five provinces contested; whereas in 1956
there were six. The extra province con-
tested was the Metropolitan; and if this
province had been contested in 1954, it
would have increased the cost of the bien-
nial elections by an additional £2,000.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: Can the Chief Sec-
retary tell us what the Assembly-

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will tell
the hon. member everything he wants to
know, if he will have a little patience.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: You are getting away
with everything.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Doesn't the
hon. member get away with lots of things
when he speaks?

Ron. A. F. Griffith: Not with you!
Hon. Sir Charles Latham: The Chief

Secretary has the last word, don't forget!
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Taking these

figures into consideration, and allowing for
increased fees to officers, substantial in-
creases in advertising and cartage of
material to polling Places, the cost of the
dual election this year would compare
more than favourably with the combined
cost of the *1953 general election and the
1954 biennial elections.

In comparing costs, the number of votes
recorded should be taken into account. At
the 1953 general election 192.225 votes were
recorded; and at the 1954 Legislative
Council biennial election, 24,171, making
a total of 216,396 for the combined cost of
£13,088; whereas, at the 1956 dual elec-
tion, 241,863 Legislative Assembly votes

and 50.935 Legislative Council votes were
recorded, making a total of H92.798 for a
total cost of £19,172. It will be observed
that the votes recorded in 1956 showed an
increase of approximately 33* per cent.
over the 1953-54 figures, and it is reason-
able to assume that the costs must also
increase proportionately.

It is interesting to note that the cost
per 100 votes recorded at the combined
1953 general election and 1954 Legislative
Council election was £6.04; for the 1954
Legislative Council election, £13.97; and
for the 1956 dual election, £8.54.

It is considered most reasonable and
proper to hold Legislative Assembly and
Legislative Council elections on the same
day when they both fall due in the same
year. In South Australia voting for the
Legislative Assembly is compulsory and
voluntary for the Legislative Council, yet
we find that for many years both elections
have been held on the same day, and no
accusation has ever been made against
the non-Labour Government in office
which has authorised this arrangement.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: What happens in
Queensland?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member know that there is no Legislative
Council in Queensland.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: who destroyed the
Legislative Council in Queensland?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is an-
other point. The hon. member was speak-
ing about elections being held on the same
day, and now he makes a sillly interjection
in which he asks me what happens in
Queensland, when he knows there could
not be a combined election in Queensland.
He wants to trail away on some other
question altogether. But I like to keep to
the facts with which we are dealing.

In regard to the canvass carried out by
the Electoral Office, the areas selected were
those in which a large number of people
had taken up residence in the last few
years; and surely it cannot be considered
to be morally wrong to assist and enlighten
any citizen in respect of the franchise
which he is justly entitled to claim! In
point of fact, It would appear more wrong
for canvassing for The Legislative Council
to be left entirely to political parties and
candidates.

Very few enrolments could have been
obtained in Nedlands, South Perth and
Mt. Lawley, the districts mentioned by Mr.
Griffith, as these had already been closely
canvassed by canvassers employed by the
Liberal and Country League.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: How do you know
that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think the
Electoral Department would know by the
cards coming in. The hion, member asks
questions when he already knows the
answers.
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Hon. A. F. Griffith: What you are telling Final arrangements with regard to pack-
us is a lot of bunk.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is the
lion. member's opinion, and he Is entitled
to it.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: It will remain my
opinion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Jones
suggested that in cases where applicants
for land had equal qualifications the Land
Board should hold a ballot to select the
successful applicant. I have discussed this
suggestion with the appropriate authori-
ties and have been told that it would be
extremely unlikely that two or more ap-
piants would be equal in all respects as
so many factors have to be taken into con-
sideration.

Experience has revealed that adjudica-
tion by a board of three members which
considers all the evidence taken in open
court, is fair and equitable. As mentioned
by the hon. member, each applicant is
given the opportunity to state his case
and to hear the cases submitted by each of
the other applicants. An amendment of
the Act or regulations to provide for selec-
tion by ballot might prove unsatisfactory
in some respects. For instance, it might
defeat the object of obtaining the best ap-
plicant. Board members would be given
the opportunity, if they felt like exercising
it, of deciding selection by ballot instead
of selecting the best applicant by con-
sidered opinion.

Hon. L. A. Logan: They still make a lot
of mistakes.
IThe CHIEF SECRETARY: When the

human factor comes into it mistakes will
always be made. There will never be any
perfect system and no one would suggest
that there could be. Mr. Macsinnon's very
able maiden speech presented problems of
the South-West Province In a most Interest-
Ing manner. In discussing the apple crop
he said that experienced growers doubted
whether the allotted packing sheds could
cope with the fruit from the codlin moth
quarantine area at Bridgetown. He hoped
there would be no failure In providing ade-
quate packing facilities and that there
would be sufficient Inspectors to check the
fruit.

Hon. 0. C. Macsinnon: Packing.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I can assure
the hon. member that the Department of
Agriculture appreciates the fact that the
Packing of apples and pears In the quaran-
tined area is of great importance. The area
of orchards involved is approximately
1.500 acres and It would be impossible for
officers of the department to inspect the
fruit on the trees before harvesting com-
menced and to be certain that no infesta-
tion existed. Therefore it would still be
necessary to see all the fruit In packing
sheds during the packing operations.

Ing will be a matter between the Bridge-
town F'rultgrowers' Association and the
packing firms concerned, and a meeting
was called at Bridgetown for the 12th
September. to discuss this matter. It is
considered that the packing centres should
be limited in order to meet the require-
ments of the inspection services. The
Bridgetown Fruitgrowers' Association has
recommended that six packing centres be
approved and it is quite likely that this
will be agreed to.

The volume of fruit in the quarantined
area will probably be in the vicinity of
300.000 bushels and it is intended, if no
signs of Infestation are seen, to permit free
marketing. This is a matter which is caus-
ing concern to growers in other fruit-grow-
ing districts as they feel that there will be
risks of codlin moth infestation spreading
to their districts. I think that is quite
possible, too. An outbreak such as they
had at Bridgetown naturally makes those
outside the area fearful that If restrictions
are not enforced, and a full inspection is
not made, there could be a spread of the
disease.

It is essential, therefore, that the in-
spection services should cope with the
position; and as can be appreciated, there
is a very limited number of officers with
sufficient experience. The facilities to be
provided were to be worked out with the
growers themselves and it was anticipated
that satisfactory arrangements would be
made. In addition to the supervision of
fruit In central packing sheds, inspectors
will also be required closely to survey an
additional 1,000 acres of orchards outside
the present quarantined area.

In discussing Western Australian prod-
ucts, Dr. Hislop mentioned that the local
fruit was not of the right type for canning,
and he suggested inquiries be made into
the possibilities of obtaining the right sort
of trees. I am advised that in this State
fruit varieties have been chosen for plant-
Ing on the basis of their suitability for
the fresh fruit market. The reason is that
the return from the sale of fresh fruit is
almost invariably higher than the return
from sales to canneries.

Some varieties of the apples and pears
grown here are suitable for canning and
some of the stone fruit varieties can also
be satisfactorily canned. Many of the
varieties of stone fruits which are grown
elsewhere specifically for canning have
little value on the fresh fruit market, so
that the return to the grower is automatic-
ally determined by the cannery. Means
of stimulating the planting of canning
varieties, however, are being considered by
the Departments of Industrial Develop-
ment and Agriculture.

The financial Policy of the Government
was attacked by Mr. Cunningham, but his
accusations were not based on solid
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foundations. He claimed that the Gov-
ernment received a record grant last year
and mis-spent, money belonging to the
State. but he ref erred to two Items of
expenditure only. These were-firstly, a
grant to the Surf Life Saving Association
which amounted to only £2,000. Might I
remind the hon. member that the advocate
for this grant was a member of his own
party, Mr. Ross Hutchinison, the member
for Cottesice. The other expenditure mem-
tioned by the hon. member was a few
pounds spent by the Electoral Department
in checking the electoral rolls.

These two were the only items of ex-
penditure that he enumerated, and the
small amount of the expenditure is a
refutation of his accusations of ex-
travagance. Several grants were made to
other charitable organisations, such as for
additions to the blind school, the Sir James
Mitchell Spastic Centre, the Civilian
Maimed and Limbless and the Home of
Peace; but I am sure no one could honestly,
say that any one of these grants had any
political significance.

I would remind the hon. member that
the McLarty-Watts Government agreed to
find, by cash and guarantee, half the fin-
ance required by the Cockburn Cement Co.,
to establish its works In this State.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Did not the
Government only guarantee it?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The liability
of the Government on this account was
£1,100,000, and the Cockburn Cement Co.
is now pressing the Government for the
payment of the final instalment of £E500,000.
This liability has had to be financed by
the present Government. A comparison
of the grant of £2,000 to the Surf Life
Saving Association with the £1,109,000
guarantee to this very wealthly company
shows that the hon. member did not have
much appreciation of the financial posi-
tion. He made only those two complaints,
of two small grants, and yet there are
many other instances that could have been
mentioned.

Hon. A. R. Jones: The money guaranteed
to the cement company will come back
again.

The CHIEFl SECRETARY: It may and
it may not. I think a number of more
deserving cuses could have been selected
in which the Government could have
guaranteed £1,100,000 instead of guaran-
teeing it to a wealthy company.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Like Chamberlains,
for Instance.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, even
Chamberlains. I think a rant to that
company would have been more deserving,
and welcomed more by the people of this
State, than the grant to the company
I have mentioned.

Hon. A. R. Jones: I do not think so.

The CHIE SECRETARY: I mention
that to show members how they get On
to dangerous ground in criticising the Goev-
erment for certain expenditure and for-
get about the expenditure of the Govern-
ment that they have supported. If any
member goes out an a heresy hunt like
that, he will find bundles of evidence, fr-
respective of who the Government might
be.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: That company
was responsible for the reduction in the
price of cement.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It may have
been; I am not arguing about that phase.
I am merely saying that expenditure like
that, which we have had to foot, could
have been used In many other directions.
directions where we would have thought
it more Justifiable if we had been par-
celling out the funds.

H-on. N. E. Baxter: For instance, what?
Hon. A. R. Jones: This one was justi-

fiable.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.

member thinks that, okay-, but I do not
think so.

Hon. A. R. Jones: The Government will
get the money back.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is one
of the rich companies and a poor Govern-
ment had to guarantee it £1,100,000. There
are many local industries that could have
been assisted by that large sulm of money
-much more deserving case than this
one.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: And not one ap-
prentice employed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, not one.
Mr. Griffith was also critical of the fin-
ancial position of the State but he got
confused between deficits, revenue and loan
funds. I would like to explain to the hon.
member that at the end of June, 1958, the
amount due for deferred payments was
£2,451,000. This represented expenditure
on behalf of:-

State Electricity Commission 633,000
Public Works Department .... 348,000
State Housing CommlIson .. 305,000
Railways ... 1,165,000

£2,451.000

Hon, Sir Charles Lahm After all the
loans the State Electricity Commission has
floated.

The CHIEIF SECRETARY: Members will
note that almost 50 per cent. of this total
was for the railways. This large amount
Is part of the deferments Inherited from
the previous Government and which my
Government has had to liquidate over a
number of years.
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The hon. member's accusation that the
£4,000,000 requested for unemployment
relief was really intended to meet defer-
ments is misleading, and far from the
truth. The Government has taken care
of the commitments on its deferments for
this financial year. These will be met f rom
the respective loan votes. The hon. mem-
ber may like to know that the whole of the
liability due by the Public Works Depart-
ment for schools and hospitals, and by the
State Housing Commission was paid before
the end of August.

The hon. member is travelling in the past
so far as his accusation of £1,500,000 over-
spending by the State Housing Commission
is concerned. This overspending occurred
18 months ago in the year 1954-55, and the
whole of the amount was repaid during the
financial year 1955-56 by allocating
£5,000,000 of our loan funds to the Com-
monwealth-State housing programme in
lieu of the customary £3,500,000 yearly ex-
penditure.

I would like to remind Mr. Griffith that
when the present Government came Into
power it inherited from the previous
Government liabilities for railway rolling-
stock, equipment, etc., that amounted to
approximately £8,000,000. This inherited
liability caused the Government a great
deal of worry, but we have succeeded dur-
Ing the last three years in progressively
decreasing that amount, until at the 30th
June last only a little over £1,000,000 was
outstanding.

During his remarks Mr. Bennetts stated
that the Government did not provide
suffcient assistance to prospectors to cover
their prospecting expenses. However, 1 do
not think the Government can be con-
sidered niggardly in this respect. The
means by which the Government assists
are--

(1) Weekly amounts of £4 10s. In the
Eastern and Central Ooldfields
and £5 10s, in the Northern Gold-
fields, for prospecting sustenance,
as well as a limited purchase
of explosives and the loan of
prospecting tools.

(2) Provision of State batteries of
which there are 21 operating
throughout the Goldfields, and
cartage subsidies.

(3) Free assays and mineral deter-
minations by the Government
Chemical Laboratories and the
School of Mines.

Another matter that exercised the mind
of Mr. Bennetts was the lack of advanced
trade training for children living in areas
such as Norseman, Bullfinch and Southern
Cross. I can advise the hon. member that
the positioi with regard to apprenticeship
training at Norseman Is to be examined
when the Superintendent of Manual Train-
ing and the Assistant Superintendent -of
Technical 'Education visit that area about
the end of October.

Trade training on the other hand, is
available only to indentured apprentices
who work either in schools or by corres-
pondence to syllabuses suggested by trade
advisory committees. In the absence of
suitable workshops, supervised day release
classes are being organised at several high
schools. It has been arranged that the
Superintendent of Technical Education,
and the Assistant Superintendent of Ap-
prentice Training, will visit Kalgoorlie and
Bullfinch later in the year to arrange for
the supervision of apprentice work at Bull-
finch.

Returning now to the metropolitan area,
I would mention that in 1954 it was de-
cided to erect stop signs at the minor of
two intersecting roads or junctions. Ap-
proximately 750 of these signs were ordered
and the Police Department was asked to
report on the most suitable locations for
them in the metropolitan area, In his
speech Mr. Jones suggested that some stop
signs around the city were badly sited.
In discussing this, it may be Interesting
to examine the history of the signs.

On the 21st February, 1955, a start was
made; and by the 2nd June of that year,
824 signs'had been erected, 566 of these
being on roads other than at railway cross-
ings. Complaints were made that there
were too many of these sings and sub-
sequently a regulation was introduced pro-
viding for a new slow 15 sign. This
regulation was gazetted on the 30th Sep-
tember, 1955,

Hon. A, R. Jones: There are about 600
too many.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: After a check
of the whole of the existing stop signs
the police recommended that a large num-
ber be replaced with the new slow 15
sign,

Hon. N. E. Barter: They can replace
a couple near my place.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: On the 14th
December, 1955, this replacement com-:
menced; and by the 16th February, 1956;
200 stop signs had been replaced by the
new signs.

Hon. L. A. Logan: You must admit mly
motion did some good.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That may
appear so on the surface; but while I give
credit to the hon. member for being alive
and Introducing the matter here, it is
necessary for him to know the whole story
as to what exactly was being done. We
were not able to obtain slow and stop
signs at the same time. The stop signs
were available, and we decided that rather
than have no sign at all we should use
stop signs until they could be replaced
with slow signs.

it was said by Mr. Jones that there were
too many stops signs. I would hold the
other view. It takes a motorist only a few
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seconds to pull up, and he Is not delayed
for very long, It is easier and far better
for a motorist to do that than have some-
body killed at an intersection.

Hon. J. 0. Hilop: "Slow" is much
better than "Stop".

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I agree with
that entirely, and only where it is abso-
lutely essential is a stop sign left.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: That is not correct.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: When one is
dealing with the whole of the metropoli-
tan area it is difficult to just wave a magic
wand and expect everything to be all
right; this takes years of preparation.
Accordingly, notwithstanding the fact
that it may be irksome. the Stop signs
have had a wonderful effect in slowing
down the speedsters in the metropolitan
area: and members know there are many
of that type about today. Speaking for
myself, I would far rather be delayed a
few seconds, than be able to gather speed
and cause an accident while crossing an
Intersection.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Are they observing
the stop-sign regulation?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member will agree that we cannot stop
people from committing murder. That is
not possible. We cannot prevent people
from breaking the law, but we can do all
in our Power to draw their attention to
the fact that they are doing so. If we
indicate that there is a dangerous corner
ahead, it has the effect of making them
slow down. If they do not, then they
render themselves liable to prosecution.
While it is not possible to prevent them
from committing the offence, it is possible
to provide a penalty for the offence when
it is committed.

Since the date to which I referred, as
a result of complaints and requests a
further few stop and slow 15 signs have
been erected. The prime object of all
these signs is to Prevent accidents which
might result In serious injury or loss of
life, and I think this aim has been suc-
cessf ul. After all, this is, or should be,
the major consideration. I might men-
tion that the stop sign is in world-wide
use. it is not confined to this State.

Reference was made by Mr. Jones
to the number of signs around the city.
There is one stop sign erected at the junc-
tion of Millgan-st. and Wellington-st.
and one at the junction of George and
Hay-sta., Perth. There are no other signs
in the city block as It is defined in the
traffic regulations. There are only two.
One can travel from Thomas-st. to the
Causeway via Wellington. Murray and
Hay-sts., and St. George's Terrace and not
meet a stop sign on the outward or the
return Journey.

Hon. A. R. Jones: You want to go across
James-st. some time.

The CIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member may have been referring to the
City of Perth, which of course is a differ-
ent thing. If that was so, it is possible to
have to stop frequently but in every in-
stance the need for a sign was very thor-
oughly checked. Mr. Jones mentioned a
stop sign in Princess-rd. I assume he
meant the one located at the north-west
corner of the intersection of Princess-rd.
and Bay-rd., Claremont.

Hon. A. R. Jones: No, the one on the
north of the school. The stop sign is past
the school instead of being before it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This sign
was considered to be necessary because of
a house on the corner which had shrubs
obscuring the view of motorists entering
Princess-rd. south from Bay-rd. In addi-
tion, it is a fairly busy intersection.

The slow 15 sign is erected on the south-
east side of this intersection because an
excellent view can be obtained to the left
or south along Hay-rd. across College
Park. A stop sign was not necessary but
motorists had to be slowed down because
of the possible quick entry of others from
their right in Bay-rd. into Princess-rd.

These signs are on opposite sides of Bay-
rd. and face traffic travelling east and
west along Princess-rd. There is no other
stop sign in either direction at this paint.

Dismay was expressed by Mr. Jones at
the fact that despite the expenditure of
£5,800,000, only 580 miles of new road
was built last year by the Main Roads
Department. I would advise the hon.
member that the Lieut.-Governor in his
Speech used the figure of 580 miles as the
total length which received bituminous
treatment during the year. Apart from
this relatively small mileage, substantial
improvements were made on over 10,000
miles of main roads and important
secondary roads, as well as some thousands
of miles on developmental roads.

In addition, 22 bridges and over 100
masonry and timber culverts were built.
not to mention 2.000 reinforced concrete
pipe culverts. Although the hon. member
may not agee, the Main Roads Depart-
ment in this State is regarded as the most
efficient in the Commonwealth.

In suggesting that considerable economy
could accrue from a substantial change-
over from day labour to contract work, he
made specific reference to the work done
by Bell Bros. for West Australian Petro-
leum Pty. Ltd. In this connection the
hon. member probably was not aware that
Bell Bros. carried out this work, not by
contract, but on a cost-plus basis. The
hon. member might be interested to know
that the Main Roads Department did road
works for Wapet for about two years.
Eventually, however, Wapet had to be
advised that the department had so many
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Government commitments that It would
have to relinquish work for the firm. The
management of Wapet thanked the De-
partm~enlt for Its assistance and very highly
commended the class of work, the cost and
the speed with which the work was carried
out.

The hon. member also averred that Bell
Bros. could do work at half the cost of
the department's day labour forces. This
is far from correct, and It may well be
that investigation would find that the hon.
member's statement would be very much
altered. At Kwlnana, British Petroleum
were also full of commendation for the
satisfaction they received at the hands of
the department's forces in the building of
Internal roads in the area. At Medina
townslte also, many miles of road were
built quickly by the department at a satis-
factory cost,

The matter of contract versus day labour
has been carefully examined from time to
time. Under the contract system, however,
It is not possible to adapt the stage con-
struction principle of developing the
State's road system. Mr. Jones and
his fellow representatives of country
electorates will recollect that during the
four years from 1949 to 1953 over 1,000,000
tons of wheat was carried through Mid-
land Junction by road to the port of Fre-
mantle. It Is hardly necessary to em-
phasise to what extent this unexpected and
heavy traffic took toll of the 16 1 t.-wlde
main roads, particularly the edges, which
were subjected to considerable attrition.

As a result it became apparent that an
increasing proportion of the funds at the
Main Roads Department's disposal would
have to be spent on strengthening, widen-
ing and generally improving roads leading
from the main ports. Due to the heavy
and continuous traffic, many sections of
these roads needed reconstruction. This,
however, had to be deferred for as long as
possible so as to extract as much use as
possible from the roads until such time as
the abnormal traffic ceased.

It was said by Mr. Baxter that too much
time and money had been spent on the
construction of deviations. However, there
were obviously substandard sections which
had to be rectified. One of these was be-
tween the 35-mile and 36-mile pegs on the
Great Eastern Highway. This had a sharp
and dangerous curve with very poor vision
and a difficult combination of vertical and
horizontal alignment which required much
survey and investigation work to obtain the
best possible line. There was no possibility
at all of obtaining proper road standards
simply by widening the curve as suggested
by Mr. Baxter. Apart from the Bunbury-
rd., the Perth-Northam-rd. is probably the
mast important in the State, and any sub-
stantial improvements that are made on
this route should be carried out to State
Road Authorities Conference of Australia
standards of design and geometries.

The hon. member made specific mention
of the unsurf aced portion of the Red Hill-
Toodyay-rd. and of extending the highway
from Toodyay to Goomalling. I would
point out that before surfacing can be
placed on these sections, extensive devia-
tion will be necessary away from the exist-
ing road. At this stage such works are not
contemplated, as Toodyay and Goomalling
are both served by good highways.

Only a very small proportion of funds is
allocated to the heavily trafficked sections
of main roads near the city. Out of a
total of 320 miles of new construction and
surfacing, apart from those works carried
out under the contributory bitumen
scheme, 289 miles were on roads over 100
miles from the city.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: So they should be,
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am just

showing it is quite wrong to say that too
much is being spent in the city. I am
giving the actual figures as to what is
spent, and the hon. member will see that
289 of the 320 miles were roads over 100
miles from the city and only 31 miles near
the city. it is necessary to give these
figures for members to realise what is being
done.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: The Chief
Secretary did not say the roads were done
over the years.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not know
what the hon. member did as a Minister.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: The Chief
Secretary's Government did some years
ago, too.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That may be
so. I can only deal with what we are re-
sponsible for. With regard to the Ques-
tions the hon. member asked concerning
the cost of two concrete culverts on the
Northam-rd. the figure of £4,000 he quoted
as a reasonable cost for the work is quite
accurate. So for once the hon. mnember
was on the right track.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: It is a different figure
from what I received in answer to a ques-
tion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Have a little
patience. The actual cost of the culverts
was £4,140 and £4,250. The figures of
£5,500 and £5,700 given in reply to the
question the hon. member asked
earlier in the session included the
cost of temporary repairs caused by
the heavy rain in May and June.
As a result of this bad weather substantial
temporary culverts and side tracks had
to be built and the incessant rains made
it necessary to biturninise these temporary
roads. So the hon. member can see we
did not paint the lily when we gave answers.
We gave the whole costs.

Ron. L. A. Logan,. You paint the lily
white when it suits You.

Ron. N. E. Baxter: The actual cost was
for the culverts.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: It was also
necessary to maintain a 24 hours a day
pumping programme to dewater the foot-
ings of the bridge which was being pon-
structed. One of these pumps was electri-
cal and required a skilled operator. During
this period Of emergency a certain operator,
through working overtimne, received one
fortnightly pay of £91 Os. 9d. net.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: I must have been
misled.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Perhaps it
might have been better to put on two or
three, but there were probably circum-
stances which made this impossible. It
was work which required the services of
a skilled operator. I cannot see the
officer in charge of the Main Roads
Department putting one man on and
keeping him working so long as to
earn £91 in a fortnight, if it were possible
to economise on the job and get it done
cheaper. That is only commonsense. If
hon. members are fair they will realise
there are emergency occasions when extra
money has got to be paid.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Don't tell us he is
the only one in the Main Roads Depart-
ment!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He may have
been the only one In that area. I give the
Main Roads Department the credit of
using services to the best advantage for
money paid out. So far as that depart-
ment is concerned it does not throw money
around. This was the largest fortnightly
sum paid. The pay records of the Main
Roads Department reveal that no employee
received £146 net as asserted by the hon.
member.

It was said by Mr. Baxter that the Main
Roads Department resumed and bull-
dozed about three-quarters of a mile of
one farmer's property without any warn-
ing. The facts of this case were that a
warning letter was sent by the department
to the person shown on the title deeds as
owning the property. Some time later,
however, this letter was returned through
the dead letter office.

Does the hon. member do everything
right? Of course he does not! I want
members to give the departments a fair
go; and I would say, "Let him who is with-
out sin cast the first stone." Does the hon.
member believe that everyone should be
100 per cent. perfect? It is the only com-
plaint that has been made out of 300-odd
jobs in the State: and all I ask is for mem-
bers to be reasonable. The owner of the
land is registered in the titles office. That
office sent a letter to the owner, but it
was returned from the dead letter office.
The titles office cannot be held responsible
if the person concerned does not keep up
to date and has not his correct name and
address recorded with the department.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Don't tell us that
story!

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Chief
Secretary must not argue the point across
the Chamber.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I would sug-
gest that it is a person's duty to see that
the titles office has his proper address
so that correspondence can be sent to him
correctly.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: There Is a very
big delay in the transfer of titles.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: NO: the delay
is Only with new titles in the course of
transfer.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Was it addressed to
Bunbury?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I could not
May: but that is the information.

The PRESIDENTr: Order!
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Before com-

mencing on the deviation and approaches
to the bridge, approximately three-quarters
of a mile of fence was removed, and re-
erected, but a small section adjacent to
the farmer's house was damaged by a bull-
dozer when a side track was being ravel-
led. When the department was advised
that trouble had occurred, an investiga-
tion was at once made. Considering that
the department has up to 100 separate cur-
rent jobs on long lengths of roads scattered
between Wyndham and Esperance, it may
be regarded as notable that there are rela-
tively few such incidents as the hon. mem-
ber reported.

During the debate on the Supply Bill,
Dr. Hislop discussed several aspects of
traffic control. He wondered how long it
would be alter the building of the Narrows
bridge before the exit roads were com-
pleted and he Postulated utter chaos if the
construction of these roads was delayed.

As the hon. member says, there is no
doubt that ultimately traffic from the Niar-
rows bridge must feed Into an adequate dis-
tribution system; and it is obvious that
a structure of such shze and importance
cannot be permitted to discharge its traffic
directly into existing city streets. There
are two methods of dealing with this prob-
lem, and the plan provides for them both
in appropriate order.

The first is to intercept as much of the
city-bound traffic as possible, and store
it in a fringe Parking area in the re-
claimed land between Spring-st. and Wil-
11gm-st. Provision is made for this in
the first stage of the bridge construction
and the associated reclamation. After the
parking area is provided, the second re-
quirement will be the provision of the
western switch road, but construction of
the road can be deferred until increasing
traffic justifies it.

It is considered by traffic authorities that
the hon. member Is misinformed as to the
causes of the difficulties on the Causeway
at peak periods. Even if the Causeway
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were made to operate on a four-two lane
distribution as on the Sydney Harbour
Bridge, there would be no Improvement
of evening peak traffic flow because the
bottlenecks are the rotary at the eastern
end and the limited capacity of Canning
Highway.

Detailed studies have been made by the
Main Roads Department Into the reasons
for the Causeway congestion, and it is clear
that with the traffic pressure at the even-
ing peak period towards South Perth re-
quiring a large turning movement to the
right, an increase of the outward lanes
from three to four can give no additional
capacity whatsoever. Even if more vehicles
could be got through the rotary, it isa quite
impossible for any substantial increase to
be obtained in the outward flow in Canning
Highway, which at evening peak is now
carrying traffic to the extent of 2,000
vehicles per hour in one direction.

Before approving of the Narrows bridge,
my Government instructed that a thor-
ough study be made of traffic and its
growth at the Causeway. The conclusion
was reached that the proper solution of
the traffic problem at the Causeway was
to provide another city radial at the
Narrows bridge to take traffic from the
south-west suburbs and thus relieve con-
gestion at the Causeway.

The hon. member suggested that the
western switch road from the Narrows
bridge should be routed through Milligan-
at. Instead of George-st. When consid-
ering the alternative of George-st. and
Milligan-st. it is necessary to be clear as
to the functions of the switch road. The
Stephenson plan provides for the Perth
city centre to be enclosed within a free-
flowing ring highway comprising Riverside
Drive, an improved Roe-st., and the west-
ern switch road. The function of this
ring road is to permit traffic to flow freely
east and west and north and south to the
various parts of the city without having
to pass through the congested streets of
the city centre. Thus it must be provided
with adequate entry and exit points, pro-
perly designed as to traffic capacity, but
not so many that the- free flow of the
traffic is impeded too much.

Briefly, the western switch road must
satisfy these requirements--

(a) It should bound the commercial
and business centre of the city on
the west:

(b) it should not make intersections
at grade with more than one
street. which topography requires
shall be Murray-st.;

<0) it must connect the Yanchep
Highway radial from the north-
western suburbs with the Nar-
rows radial from the south-west
on the most direct line;

(d) It must he located so that the
vitally Important fringe parking
areas proposed on the river front

and in Wellington-st. can be
connected with the maximum use
of the space available and with
the provision of adequate entry
and exit at the fringe parking
areas.

The distance on the western leg be-
tween Mounts Bay-rd. and Roe-st. Is so
short that provided adequate interchanges
are constructed at Mounts Bay-rd. and
Roe-st. with Wellington-st., it is undesir-
able to have any grade intersections in its
length except at Murray-St. The Steph-
enson plan Is not the final word on the
design of this switch road which is now
the subject of more detailed design in the
Main Roads Department. It Is likely that
the ultimate design will provide for more
complete movements on and off the
switch road than shown in the Stephenson
plan. There is, however, aL large amount
of difficult and precise drawing office
work to be done before a final plan can
be completed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: At the tea
suspension I was speaking about the Nar-
rows bridge and the approaches thereto.
Following what I said then, I desire to
state that complete studies have been made
of the traffic-generating capacity of all
the suburbs in the metropolitan region in
respect of peak hour movement to and
from the city centre. These studies have
taken account of the working population
in the city centre, the population of each
suburb, the requirements of local activities
and industries in the suburbs, and of the
employment needs of the industrial areas
proposed under the Stephenson plan.

Estimates show that the Narrows bridge
and Mounts Bay-rd.. with the Yanchep
Highway, will ultimately discharge on to
this western end of the city something ike
13,000 vehicles per hour at morning peak.
in addition, there will be several thous-
and more vehicles reaching the city along
Malcolm, Hay and Weiiington-sts.

The magnitude of these figures renders
it essential that the western switch road
should not be taken across Mount-st., St.
George's Terrace and Hay-st. at grade.
Grade separation is essential on this west-
ern switch if the traffic movements esti-
mated for the future are to be handled.

Once the magnitude of these figures Is
digested and the view accepted that grade
separation is essential wherever the route
is taken, it is clear that the Milligan-st.
line would require -resumptions at least
equally expensive as those on the George-
st. line, to say nothing of the increased
construction costs due to the greater
length of the Yanchep Highway.

moreover, it does not meet three of the
four requirements I Just mentioned and,
because of ground levels, can be made to
satisfy only the fourth requirement, that
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is, for grade separation except at Murray-
st., by construction at much steeper grades
between Hay and Murray-sts. than are
acceptable in a major road of this type.

Taking everything into consideration.
the Miiligan-st. line Is regarded as far less
suitable than George-st. I know there are
varying opinions on this point of view,
and I realise that those who do not share
the views I have just expressed would take
a lot of convincing that these are the last
words so far as that is concerned.

Hon. J. G. Hisiop: Would you like to ex-
press your own at the moment?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope I
spoke plainly enough. The water supply
problems in several centres in his province
were referred to by Mr. Bennetts. In this
connection I am able to advise that at
Norseman the Public Works Department
is carrying out a detailed investigation
into the water supply position but plans
are not yet finalised, No expenditure is
envisaged during the 1956-57 financial
year.

The department is aware of develop-
ments in Bruce Rock and has plans made
to Improve progressively the water sup-
ply position, commencing this summer and
completing to normal standards within
two years. The department is aware also
of the age of the Merredin pumps on the
Goldfields Water Supply main conduit and
also of the limitations which they impose
on the availability of water beyond the
pumping station. The question of replace-
ment pumps is under active consideration
but meanwhile every precaution is being
taken to ensure that the existing pumps
continue to function satisfactorily within
their capacity.

Criticism of the Licensing Court was
felt by Mr. Thomson to be justified. He
believed that great improvement could
be made in the court, as well as to the Act,
and considered that some of the smaller
hotels situated between country towns
could be. relieved of the necessity to pro-
vide residential accommodation.

In this connection, of course, Section 51
of the Licensing Act sets out that no
licence shall be granted for any premises
within the City of Perth or City of Fre-
mantle unless such house contains not less
than 12 bedrooms and two sitting rooms
besides the rooms occupied by the family
and servants of the applicant, and else-
where than In the City of Perth or City
of Fremantle six bedrooms and two sitting
rooms.

Section 50 provides for a wayside house
licence of not less than two bedrooms and
two sitting rooms independent of apart-
ments occupied by the family of the
licensee. The court can, of course, order
such further accommodation if in its
opinion it is justified.

In regard to small hotels in between
larger towns being licensed to sell fer-
mented and spirituous liquors only, the
court's opinion is that this would not serve
any useful purpose in Western Australia.
The court states it does not know of any
small hotel not being called upon at some
time or other to provide accommodation.
There may, for instance, be a risk that a
breakdown would occur in one's transport.
I am told that the extra cost to small
country hotels to provide accommodation
is not great.

Hon, N. E. Baxter: Who told you that
one?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Every small
hotel has refrigeration and the licensee can
supply a bed and breakfast at very little
cost to himself.

Hon. A. R. Jones: What about the staff
cost?

Hon. N. E. Baxter:- That is negligible ac-
cording to the Minister.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:, In these small
hotels it is not considered that staff costs
would be involved, because it would be
necessary to have some staff as the people
running the hotels would need staff them-
selves; and where only limited accommo-
dation is provided, as it is now, at these
in-between hotels, no extra cost for staff
would be involved.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Where are these In-
between hotels?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There are
many in the hon. member's district, In
regard to the hon. member's statement
that the Licensing Court has refused
lcences for new hotels in places
where they would be an acquisition
as a tourist attraction, I am advised
that the court has refused only
one application 'at a seaside resort.
This was at Bunbury, outside the hon.
member's Province altogether. This ap-
plication was refused because the proposed
site was too far removed from the town
and the beach to attract any tourist trade.

The court did grant an application for
a provisional certificate at another seaside
resort in Safety Bay. However, the ap-
plicant has not been able to commence
building operations because of finance re-
strictions. This certificate will in conse-
quence lapse at the end of the year. The
court reports that It Is at all times mindful
of the importance of attracting tourists
to Western Australia.

Comment was made by Mr. Thomsoni
on Improvements to guest accommodation
and the building of hotels in the country,
and the failure of the court to have Its
orders carried out. In this regard I would
advise that the responsibility of reporting
upon hotel maintenance is that of the
liquor branch of the PoUi .e Department
and 'the court considers' it carries out
these duties very satisfactorily.
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From about October in every year the
court receives a report on every hotel in
the State. Renewal courts begin on the
first Monday in November and must be
completed by the end of December. Before
the renewal court sits, the reports are
perused by members of the court; and after
careful consideration, if, in the opinion of
the court some improvement Is necessary.
the licence is renewed conditionally that
certain improvements are carried out. It
is not a recommendation but an order of
the court.

The liquor branch Is acquainted of the
order and once a quarter a progress report
is submitted to the court. In no instance
is the court aware of a licensee ignoring
a court order. In some instances a licensee
may require a little time to complete the
order because of lack of finance.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Perhaps three or four
years.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There could
be varying periods. The hon. member
would not object, I think, if some little
leniency were extended in times of stress
from a financial point of view. The court
always follows up its orders and sees to it
that they are completed in a reasonable
time. I know, of course, that there can
be many definitions of a "reasonable time."
If a licensee fails to comply, then at the
next renewal court the licence Is renewed
for part of the year: that is, either three
or six months. If not completed then, it
is possible for the licence to lapse and a
new licensee to take over; this has
happened.

The opinion that Mr. Davies has ex-
pressed previously was reiterated by him-
namely, that diagonal lines on pedestrian
crossings would enable motorists to see
pedestrians more easily. Observations.
however, lead senior officers of the traffic
branch to believe the contrary. They con-
sider diagonal lines tend to merge into
the colour of the roadway, particularly
when the road surface Is shiny or wet.

Hon. E. M. Davies: That is a different
expression of opinion from last time.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We vary with
the times. As a result of the use of both
parallel and diagonal lines, the authorities
in England favour the parallel type.

Hon. E. M. Davies: I suggest they go
to the Eastern States and have a look
at some of the crosswalks there.

The CHIEFl SECRETARY: The solu-
tion, however, appears to be the uniform
overhead lighting of crossings. I think
the hon. member will agree there. Light-
Ing, of course, is the responsibility of local
authorities and this matter will be dis-
cussed with them.

Complaints were made by Mr. Jones
that too great a delay occurs in paying
compensation when land is resumed by the
Government. In this connection I am

advised that the number of unsettled
claims Is relatively small and that many
of these are caused by delay on the part
of claimants to take necessary action. In
very many cases it Is in the interests of
claimants for departmental officers to
spend a great deal of time and research
In order to ascertain the highest value
that can be Placed on the land.

There is a tendency for many claimants
to delay the submission of claims. As a
matter of fact, there are a number still
outstanding although the two-year period.
which is allowed under the law, Is about
to expire. It is the policy of the Govern-
ment to pay fair and reasonable compen-
sation irrespective of the amount of the
claim, and in many cases settlements are
effected at a figure exceeding the amount
of the claim. That often occurs.

The amendment of the Public Works
Act Passed last session was designed to
expedite payment by the department and
to give claimants the right to take action
against the department if assessments
were not made within a reasonable time.
There is also a provision that where the
department is unable to negotiate a settle-
ment the claimant may at any time after
an offer is made be paid an advance sum
of up to two-thirds of the offer without
the claimant in any way being committed
to a specific final settlement. That pro-
cedure has been adopted in a number of
cases, too. A case was mentioned by the
hon. member in which he claimed there
had been unreasonable delay. If he will
furnish me with the name of the party
concerned, further Inquiries will be made
and extra Information furnished.

The Milk Board and its chairman. Mr.
Stannard, were strongly attacked by Mr.
Baxter. He alleged that owing to the early
rains in February and the early feed, the
board apparently panicked and reduced
producers' quotas by 20 per cent. He went
on to say that when summer came a re-
storation was made, but that producers
only received 18 per cent. of the 20 per
cent. reduction, and that this created dis-
content. The hon. member asserted that
the Producers were forced on threat of
not getting a quota to sign contracts with
the Milk Board, which then altered the
basis of fixing quotas to be the produc-
tion of March, April and May.

I will have to correct the hon. member,
as I often have to do. In the first place.
Producers do not sign contracts with the
Milk Board. The contracts are made be-
tween producers and milk vendors who
conduct treatment plants. The board pro-
vides the contract forms and, as required
by the Milk Act, approves of the contracts.

They are not actually made between
the board and the producers, but between
the producers and other persons.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Of course, that is
splitting straws.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: And. of course,
when one Is proved wrong, one always
looks for an excuse.

Hon. N. EI. Baxter: Wbo made a state-
ment about a contract between the board
and the producers?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member made a definite statement about
contracts between the board and pro-
ducers. I am merely stating that the board
does not enter into contracts. The board
also determines the maximum amount of
milk for which a producer may contract,
this being part of the board's many func-
tions in providing an adequate regular
supply of milk.

It is not agreed that the board panicked
last year. Owing to the phenomenal rains
in February and the following rains there
was an unprecedented upsurge of milk
production. Vast quantities were produced
in excess of the amount the market could
absorb. It had been the practice for a
few years past for the treatment plants to
purchase all of the production of licensed
producers during March, April and May-
the months of the "quota" period. However.
the exceptional production, aggravated by
the action of some farmers, resulted in the
companies purchasing during March.
April and May, 1955. 927,020 gallons more
than they sold.

A minority of farmers abused the con-
tract system by organising their herds for
a high production during March, April
and May in order to establish a large
quota. They then allowed their cows to
dry off during the summer months to the
detriment of their fellow producers. In
view of the heavy excess supply during
March, April and May last year, a 20 per
cent. cut was imposed by the board in the
quantity of milk which producers could
supply. I think the hon. member will
agree that the board could not allow the
irregular practices of the minority of pro-
ducers to continue. it was for this reason
that the board altered the quota system.

Horn. N. E. Baxter: They did not do as
they should have done according to the
Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It was de-
cided that for the contracts to be made
on the 1st March, 1956, the amount of
milk to be supplied would be a quantity
equal to the average daily quantity of
milk supplied by a producer during the
months of November. December and Janu-
ary-plus a percentage to be fixed by the
board, which, this year, was 20 per cent.-
and that the average amount sold by a
producer during the months of March,
April and May, would be the quantity he
could sell for the remaining nine months
of his contract, which terminates on the
28th February next, subject to any rise or
fall approved by the board.

This new system was endorsed by the
Farmers' Union and by the treatment
plants, and although in operation only a
short while, it has proved its worth. Last
summer was the hottest in our history,
and there was more than sufficient milk
for all requirements. This happy state of
affairs would not have occurred under the
old system. I am advised that the new
system protects the genuine farmer who
maintains regular production and is the
backbone of the industry.

In saying that at any time the board
can terminate a producer's contract, Mr.
Baster was not quite right, A contract
would be terminated only If there were
valid reasons, and I would refer the hon.
member to the milk contracts which, like
many other contracts, can be terminated
by one party If the other party makes
any substantial default In the perform-
ance of his obligations. There is ample
protection under the Act for suppliers.
The board Is empowered to cancel a lic-
ence where offences are committed and
faults exist, but the licensee has the right
of appeal to the Minister for Agriculture.

It may interest Mr. Baxter to know that
there are producers still in the industry
who were licensees of the board at its
inception almost 25 years ago. In other
cases, where original suppliers have either
passed on or, through age or incapacity,
have ceased active milk production, their
farms are being conducted by their families
as licensees. There can be no place in the
milk Industry for the man who does not
supply milk of satisfactory quality pro-
duced under hygienic conditions.

The hon. member referred to one man
in the Armadale district as having had a
little trouble with his solids-not-fats.
What happened In this case was that the
firm which had been buying milk from
this producer informed him that it did not
wish to make a further contract with him.
It is of interest to note that there were
only four producers who could not ob-
tain contracts this year.

They, in company with Mr. N. L.
Marsh, president of the milk section of
the Farmers' Union, saw the chairman of
the Milk Board on the 29th February and
an offer to asist them was made by the
chairman. One man, who had allowed his
production to drop to five gallons daily,
decided to leave the industry owing,
mainly, to family reasons, and contracts
were secured for two of the others. These
two started supplying on the 2nd March.

The fourth was evidently the producer
referred to by Mr. Baxter. He was in-
formed that if he demonstrated his ability
to supply milk of satisfactory quality
there was no doubt that a contract could
be secured for him. However, he refused
the board's assistance, claiming he did
not wish to receive favours from any-
body.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: I do not think that
is quite correct.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: The board
does not now permit an established pro-
ducer to buy a quota from either a man
who leaves the industry or who remains in
it. This type of thing developed Into a
racket and, at one time, quotas were being
purchased at as high a rate as £10 per
gallon for the goodwill only. Such a state
of affairs was never envisaged by Parlia-
ment. It was the result of a policy made
in the very early days of the board and
which got out of hand. As a result, the
board had to take remedial steps. The
board, however, does permit a man who
wishes to enter the industry to buy a, quota.,
either from somebody who is leaving or
who has left the industry.

Special consideration is extended to
men on. low quotas. In fact, a great
number of these have been reviewed
and quantities higher than those estab-
lished by them have been granted accord-
ing to the merits of each individual case.
It was asserted by Mr. Baxter that if the
board increases the number of zones, pro-
ducers' quotas will get smaller and smaller.
It appears he is not aware of what the
board has done or proposes to do in this
connection.

The board has already stated that its
policy is to obtain milk for the metropoli-
tan area from no further south than the
Capel River. Mr. Baxter's statement that
producers' Quotas will become smaller and
smaller is Quite wrong. The aim of the
board is to increase the quotas of the
smaller suppliers. The hon. member
accused the Milk Board and Mr. Stannard
of dilly-dallying with a request by the
Farmers' Union for an increase in the price
of milk. I think the hon. member will
agree that there are many other sections of
the community, apart from the producers,
who are affected by the price of milk.

The board fixes margins not only for
the producer but also for the man who carts
the milk from the farms to the country
depots: for the treatment of milk at these
depots; for the conveyance of milk by road
tanker to Perth; for the treatment and
bottling of milk in the metropolitan area:
for the distribution of milk; and for the
sale of milk from shops. The fixing of the
price is a complex matter involving an
examination of costs and financial state-
ments of all these varying sections, and,
in addition, the board has to safeguard the
interests of consumers. Obviously, this
takes time, and the board was delayed in
its considerations by the non-submission of
Information considered vital to its inquiry.

The hon. member might be interested to
know that the board has not received one
complaint of delay from any section of the
milk industry, including the producers who
obviously understand the position in which
the board Is placed. The chairman has
asked me to mention that he has never
stated, as claimed by Mr. Baxter, that he
was willing to consider the question of the
price of milk provided an examination of

the facts proved that rising Costs have
affected the industry. The chairman says
that no such statement appeared in the
issue of the "Farmers' Weekly" of the 9th
August, as asserted by Mr. Baxter, nor, he
believes, in any other issue of that paper.

The question was asked by Mr. Davies
why large passenger vessels were not
berthed at "A, ". .B" and "C" sheds. The
reason that passenger ships of up to 20,000
tons are berthed in the vicinity of "F" and
'"G" berths, Victoria Quay, is that tides,
currents, weather, and passenger facilities
make this the safest and best position.

There is sufficient depth of water at "A,"
"B" and "C" berths for large ships, but
this vicinity coincides with a narrow por-
tion of waterway near the entrance which
Is sufficient for manoeuvring or swinging
of large ships. In addition, it is hazardous
so far as wi nds or currents are concerned.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Where Is that berth
for 80,000-tanners?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We will get
it. A further problem is that the berths
are curved, and this makes them in a
measure unsuitable for the berthing of long
commercial ships. Large passenger ships
can be berthed at "A, ". .B" and "C" berths
during fine weather, but if adverse winds
develop a ship could be delayed in getting
away from the berth. The safety of the
ship and of the wharf structure, with the
existing tug power and limited width of
waterway, would make this manoeuvre too
hazardous to attempt whether the port was
crowded or empty.

In handling the big incidence of cargo
and ships in the inner harbour, the har-
bour trust must depend on complete flexi-
bility and continuity of berthing. It can-
not, therefore, and neither can the ship-
ping companies, risk any delay which might
be caused by bad weather. In contrast,
large passenger ships can safely berth in
the wider portion of the inner harbour at
either the north or south quays in most
weather conditions.

In the foreseeable future passenger berth
accommodation will have to be made avail-
able for passenger ships of up to 40,000
tons. There would be no possibility of
navigating and manoeuvring ships of this
tonnage in "A", "B". or "C" berth.

Another aspect is that at these berths
the transit sheds are much narrower than
at the other berths and are insufficient
for passenger and cargo purposes. The
areas at the rear of the berths are also
very restricted and are fully occupied
among other things, with labour pick-up
areas and car parking, particularly in the
early morning when most* passenger ships
berth. Bunkering and fresh water facili-
ties are the same for either set of berths.

The hon. member referred to the fact
that H.M.S. "Hood," the longest ship ever
to use the inner harbour, was berthed in
the vicinity of "A," "B" and "C" berths.
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This warship had a, very much reduced
superstructure, with a consequent reduced
windage resistance and far greater power
for manoeuvring than a large passenger
ship. It used the port at a period when
the inner harbour was not unduly pressed
for berthage space and it would not have
caused serious disruption of the inner har-
bour shipping and cargo traffic had the
vessel been delayed through bad weather.
Its berthing in the vicinity of "A", "B,' and
"C"'. berths cannot be used as a criterion.

There was a complaint by Mr. Logan
that people in the country with combustion
stoves found It difficult to obtain coke.
He said he had heard that supplies which
should go to the country had been diverted
to the Royal Perth Hospital. On making
Inquiries, I was told that the sale of coke
by the State Electricity Commission to the
Royal Perth Hospital had not Increased.
As the bon. member most likely knows,
coke is produced only from imported East-
ern States coal. More than half the gas
produced by the commission comes from
Collie coal, which does not give coke as
a by-product.

In selling what coke is available the
commission gives first preference to hos-
pitals, including those in the country; then
to industry and Primary Producers; and
finally to domestic users in areas not
served with gas or electricity.

Hon. L. A. Logan: The people who were
buying coke previously cannot buy It now.

The CHIEF SECRETrARY: I cannot
state the reason, but it is not because of
the Royal Perth Hospital receiving greater
supplies.

Hon. L. A. Logan: It must be going
somewhere.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Our lady
member considered something should be
done to house the more sophisticated de-
linquent boys instead of sending them to
Fremantle Prison. The Government is
alive to this necessity, and negotiations are
at present proceeding for the purchase of
a site for such a home. The necessary
funds have been set aside, and when it is
built it will be unnecessary for adolescent
boys to be committed to Fremantle Gaol
except for capital crimes.

In regard to the provision of a girls'
home, It is Interesting to know that de-
linquent girls in the care of the Home
of the Good Shepherd learn household
management in an extremely well-equipped
domestic science centre. The home is at
present building a new school and already
provides classes In needlework, dressmak-
ing and typing for the girls. Trained
female staff of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment advise these girls on their employ-
ment and mode of life on leaving the
institution. Many of these girls have a
fuller and better life and take their places
in society after their period of re-educa-
tion in the Home of the Good Shepherd.

The wood-distIllation, charcoal iron and
steel industry at Wundowie worried Mr.
Baxter, who considered it strange that
another blast furnace was to be installed
at a cost, he thought, of about £300,000.
He hoped that If this second furnace was
to be established steps would be taken to
repair the existing furnace which, he said.
was in rather a shaky condition.

I can advise the hon. member that pre-
parations for the overhaul and relining of
the existing furnace have been complete
for some time, but it will not be shut down
until necessary. It has been in operation
for three years and the lining is still in
quite good condition, particularly in the
hearth. The fact that new production
records have been set several times in
recent months is hardly indicative of a
"shaky condition."

It is estimated that the cost of expand-
ing Production from 12,000 tons to 36,000
tons per year will be £800,000 spread over
the next two years. Sawmilling operations
will not be extended as all wood for the
expanded plant will be drawn from trees
unsuitable for milling and from limbwood.
Logging operations over the past few years
have already resulted in a surplus of six
years' supply of waste wood at the present
rate of consumption. The waste wood
within an economical hauling distance will
sustain the expanded Production for at
least 40 years according to a recent survey
by the Forests Department. Extraction of
further by-products, though possible, is not
envisaged at this stage. The gases from
the extended plant containing the by-pro-
ducts will be burned as fuel for boilers,
etc.

It is most pleasing that the demand for
the high purity Pig iron produced at Wun-
dowie is increasing rapidly as It becomes
better known throughout the world. Con-
tracts have been offered for as far as
three years ahead for the full output.
Current orders will take all surplus to the
end of 1957. Clearing of the forests
around Wundowie is achieving the objects
outlined by Mr. Baxter. The land so far
cleared has been put into production for
grazing purposes, when suitable, at very
little cost to the land-owner.

The hon. member has been misinformed
about what he termed elaborate garages.
It Is not intended to house the vehicles
at all. An area is being cleared and
fenced for open-air parking, and it
will contain a fuelling depot. The only
new building Proposed is a motor work-
shop, which is most essential as present
facilities are inadequate and a great deal
of maintenance work has to be carried out
In the open.

It was said by Mr. Cunningham that it
was time a clerk of courts was appointed
to deal with the multifarious Government
activities occurring at Esperance. I had



this investigated and obtained a report
which disclosed that the extraneous duties
being carried out by the police at Esper-
ance would not warrant the appointment
of a full-time clerk of courts. It is esti-
mated that these duties occupy an aver-
age of one hour a day only.

In discussing flora and fauna reserves,
Mr. Logan asserted that the procedure was
for officers of the Fisheries and Lands and
Surveys Departments to just pick out an
area and call It a flora and f auna reserve.
In reply, I must say that officers of the
Lands and Fisheries Departments do not
"just pick out an area in the country as
a flora and fauna reserve." The Lands
Department does not consider any recom-
mendation for a reserve unless it Is satis-
fled that a sound case has been prepared
and that the proposed reserve is in the
best interests of the State. In addition,
I am informed that the Lands Department
consults the local authority before any re-
serve Is created.

Hon. L. A. Logan: That Is bunkum!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If that is
the hon. member's opinion, I would like
him to produce the proof.

Ron. L. A. Logan: The evidence is
abundant. The beard has protested about
it all the way through.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If there is
proof, I want it in order that I do not
give false information to the House. Also,
the Fauna, Protection Act contains a
direction that the views of the local auth-
ority must be sought by the Fauna Protec-
tion Advisory Committee before it makes
any recommendation in respect to the re-
servation of land.

The hon. member could not understand
why these reserves should be under the
control of the Fisheries Department. This
is not quite correct, as Control of reserves
for the purposes of fauna conservation is
vested, not in the Fisheries Department,
but in the Fauna Protection Advisory
Committee, which is set up under the
Fauna Protection Act.

Hon. L. A. Logan: It comes under the
Fisheries Department.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is niot
so. As Chief Secretary I am responsible
for the Motor Vehicle Trust and the Fre-
mantle Gaol. There are many other de-
partments under the heading of my de-
partment, but which do not come under
It. Members of the committee include the
Chief Warden of Fauna. the Chief Ver-
min Control Officer, the Conservator of
Forests and leading zoologists. This would
appear to be a body competent to control
these reserves. The Chief Warden of
Fauna is, of course, also Superintendent
of Fisheries.

It was stated by Mr. Logan that he
could not understand why In only eight
road board districts grey kangaroos could
be shot without a permit. He considered
they should be classed as vermin in all
districts and that no permit to kill them
should be necessary;, nor should royalty be
paid on skins sold. In this regard I
would mention that royalty is charged
only on grey kangaroo skins.

It is not charged on the skins of red
kangaroos or euras, which form the bulk of
the population of marsupials outside the
South-West Land Division. The grey kan-
garoo has a limited range and is almost
entirely contained within the South-West
Land Division. It is protected only in the
more closely settled regions of the South-
West, in what Is known as the Grey Kan-
garoo Reserve, the boundaries of which
run from Lancelin Island east to a point
north-west of Merredin, then south to
Onowangerup and again east to Hopetoun.

The Murchison River Reserve is on the
extreme northern boundary of their range,
and consequently their numbers are not
great in that reserve and are never likely
to increase. It Is a well-known biological
phenomenon that no species is ever plenti-
ful on the peripheries of its range.

The Fauna Protection Advisory Com-
mittee considers that grey kangaroos
should not have been "declared" under the
Vermin Act In any district, as the lifting of
Protection and easing of restrictions under
the Fauna Protection Act allow pro-
fessional hunters to operate. With the
growing utilisation of grey kangaroo car-
cases in the pet-food trade, many pro-
fessional hunters now receive an excellent
return. Processors arc offering 4d. to 6d.
per pound, whole weight, for each carcass
which, It is estimated, gives the hunter an
average return of about 35s. for each beast.
There are two men who consider that it
pays satisfactorily to travel 600 miles or
more for each load of carcasses.

For hunters who care to supply to pro-
cessors, the licence fee of £2 per annum
and 9d. per head royalty is an insignificant
charge. The pet-food trade is causing a
rapidly increasing demand for grey kan-
garoo meat due to the shortage of rabbits
and the sale of whalemeat overseas, and
there Is no prospect of any reduction of
royalty charges or the lifting of existing
restrictions. It is possible that due to a
greatly increased shooting pressure, re-
strictions will have to be increased to con-
serve the species.

According to Mr. Thomson the Educa-
tion Department was wrong in sending
young girls from the training college to
one-teacher schools in country areas far
removed from their homes. The Acting
Director of Education has advised me that
the hon. member is under a misapprehen-
sion. It is not the practice of the Educa-
tion Departmlent to send very young girls
from the college to one-teacher schools.
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No girl has been sent from the college to a
one-teacher school during the past two
years at least..

of 120 one-teacher schools now open, 10
only have women teachers: and with one
exception, these- are mature women with
long experience. The exception is a young
woman who, at her own request as well as
at the request of the local parents and
citizens' association, was left In charge of
the junior classes when the older pupils
were taken to an outer metropolitan high
school.

Practical considerations necessitate the
appointment of girls from the college to
country schools with more than one
teacher. In a two-teacher school, for ex-
ample. the appointment of a male assist-
ant to take charge of the infant classes
would be most undesirable. If girls from
the college were given metropolitan ap-
pointments on completion of their course
they would still get married and difficulty
would be experienced in staffing country
schools. Admittedly there Is a lot of loneli-
ness f or young teachers in many country
centres. In some cases parents and local
associations could do much more to help
young teachers to feel at home and adjust
themselves to local conditions.

The only remarks to which I have omit-
ted to reply are those of Mr. Roche, who
spoke today. He referred to so many mat-
ters that I could not hope to reply to him
now. I can assure him that notice will be
taken of his speech, and it will be referred
to the various departments. On receipt of
the replies, I shall forward them to the
hon. member.

It will be readily agreed that I have cov-
ered fully the main points which have
been raised. If I am made aware of any
others on which information is desired by
members, I will obtain it for them.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

Presentation of Address.
On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-

solved:
That the Address be presented to

His Excellency, the Lieut.-Governor
and Administrator by the President
and such members as may desire to
accompany him.

BILLS (4)-FIllET READING.
1, Gas Undertakings Act Amendment.

Received from the Assembly. (Hon.
F. ft. H. Lavery in charge.)

2. Traffic Act Amendment (No. 1).
Introduced by Hon. A. ft. Jones.

3, Licensing Act Amendment (No. 2).
Introduced by Hon. N. E. Baxter.

4, Sex Disqualification (Removal).
Introduced by Hon. Sir Charles
Latham.

(Resolved: That motions be continued.]

MOTION-WAR SERVICE LAND
SETTLEMENT.

To Inquire by Select Committee.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland) [8.151: 1
move-

That a select committee be ap-
pointed to Inquire into and report
upon the war service land settle-
ment scheme In Western Australia
and to recommend such changes in
procedure and methods as may seem
desirable to ensure the early success
of the scheme.

I have in mind that it Is not quite four
years since aL select committee's report on
this subject was presented to another
House, and It might seem to some mem-
bers that the request for another select
committee at this stage Is unwarranted.
But if members realise that most of the
complaints raised at that time in regard
to war service land settlement are still
being made today, I think they will agree
that there is need for another committee
to find out why those disabilities are still
being suffered by the settlers, even though
they were reported on four years ago.

Furthermore, the Central Council of the
War Service Land Settlers' Associations
endeavoured to interview the Minister in
charge of the scheme and discuss various
aspects of it with him. In that connec-
tion they made a written determination
and presented it to the Minister about a
week before the deputation was arranged.
On the Minister receiving the deputation,
he asked the members to withdraw the
first paragraph of the written determina-
tion. They refused to do so, and there-
upon the Minister declined to listen to
any of the complaints of the deputation.
Naturally the proceedings bogged down;
and, without discussing any details, the
deputation departed.

Whether the Minister was right in re-
fusing to hear what the deputation had
to say because it would not withdraw that
paragraph, or whether the deputation was
wrong in not withdrawing it, I will leave
members to decide. I intend to read the
paragraph In Question and members can
then make their own decision as to who
was right and who was wrong. The para-
graph reads-

The Central Council of the War
Service Land Settlers' Associations be-
lieves that as a result of the failure of
both Federal and State Governments
to honour their undertakings to ex-
servicemen, many settlers under the
war service land settlement scheme
will face certain failure unless a drastic
and comprehensive scheme of re-
habilitation is Instituted Immediately.

Had I been on the deputation and asked
to withdraw that paragraph, my first re-
action would have been that if I did so
my case would break down immediately.
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I think that was the attitude of the mew.-
bers of the deputation. It was their com-
plaint that the scheme bad broken down
because of the failure of the Federal and
State Governments to honour their under-
takings, and to withdraw that statement
would have been to weaken their case.

On the other hand, I can understand the
Minister contending that the scheme had
not broken down, and that unless the
deputation 'withdrew the statement he
would not listen to them. There seems to
have been stubborness on both sides.
Nevertheless, had the deputation withdrawn
that statement, that withdrawal would defi-
nitely have weakened their case. I intend
to read the whole of this written determina-
tion because it will give members some idea
of what was in the mind of the central
council. The statement continues--

While It is admitted that a number
of settlers who were allotted good
farms early in the scheme have been
successful, there are still very many
settlers, on substandard farms, whose
position, without some drastic allevia-
tion, is hopeless.

I might say there is no argument about
the statement made in that paragraph.
Many of the settlers who were fortunate
enough to be allotted a farm prior to or
during 1951. and were able to take advan-
tage of prepared farms and the high values
that operated in those years. did come out
right on top. But those who, in recent
years, have been allotted farms, find them-
selves in -an entirely different position.

What is more, the earlier settler, before
he was allotted a farm, was given the
details in brochure form, of all the farms
that were available, and what was required
and what had to be paid. Under the new
scheme, the settler who appies for a block
does not know the terms and conditions
and what he has to pay. It is not easy
for him to make up his mind whether he
is doing the right thing or otherwise. This
statement goes on to say-

It Is believed that the present posi-
tion stems from the failure of the
administration to carry out the card-
inal principles of the scheme that
farms should be written down at the
outset to a level at which a settler can
make a reasonable living.

This of course could be subject to argu-
ment. BQut we have to remember that
there has been a lowering of the standards
in regard to what is necessary for a suc-
cessful farmer and settler, and there has
been a definite departure from the original
principle of how a farm should be assessed.
There has been a definite change from the
1947 Idea. This statement continues--

It was laid down in the original
agreement between the Commonwealth
and the State "that in regard to the
values for allotment officers shall have
regard to the need for the proceeds of

the holding (based on conservative
estimates over a long-term period of
prices and yields for products) being
suffcient to provide a reasonable living
for the settler after meeting such fin-
ancial commitments as would be in-
curred by a settler possessing no
capital."

That was the original basis in 1947; and
I night say that approximately SO per cent.
or more of the settlers being settled today
applied for blocks under those conditions.
They had their names down for blocks ever
since 1948 and 1949, and some of them still
have not received land, They applied
under those conditions: yet, today, if they
were to receive a property they would have
to sign an agreement embodying the 1954
conditions. The fact must not be lost
sight of that they applied under the old
conditions. Continuing to read this docu-
mert-

In conformity with this policy the
department, when throwing open the
earlier quotas of farms, published in

* the 'Government Gazette" the values
*and rentals of the farms, while the

brochures contained a list In respect
of each farm of the proposed addi-
tional improvements to be carried out.
Prospective settlers were, therefore, In
a position to assess the financial pros-
pects of the property at the time of
allotment and make some kind of
estimate of the final valuation. These
settlers were thus in a position to con-
test attempts by the Government to
impose excessive valuations when the
final valuations were made.

I might interpolate here that a lot of
these farmers having been given final
valuations found that the valuations were
not in keeping with the agreement. On
the department being pressed to give the
figures on which the valuations were based,
it was unable to do so. In quite a number
of cases that came to my knowledge, the
final valuation had been decreased because
of the inability of the department to live
up to the figure supplied in the first place,
The statement Continues--

No such initial values were given in
the case of later allotments--mostly
under-developed properties in the
wheat and sheep areas and farms In
the project areas. In these cases
settlers had to rely on little more than
a verbal assurance that they would be
treated fairly. Although Federal and
State Ministers claim that these later
farms-are still being valued under the
principles of the old agreement, the
treatment of these settlers bears not
the slightest resemblance. In addition,
settlers allotted farms in the latter
part of the scheme are to receive a
lease which is believed to be less
favourable than that issued to the
earlier settlers.-
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I have a copy of both leases. If members
would like to peruse them, they will find
that some of the conditions laid down
in the later agreement are harsher than
those in the original agreement. Continu-
Ing to read from the statement-

The original Commonwealth-State
agreement provided that rent should
be "calculated at 21 per cent. on the
value of land and non-structural ima-
provements owned by the Crown". On
this basis interim valuations which
have been issued to settlers in some
of the project areas place values in
excess of £25 per acre for land carry-
ing not more than a sheep to the
acre. There are many more settlers
who are not sufficiently advanced to
receive even an interim valuation, and
do not appear likely to receive one for
many years yet.

In this regard I know there are some
settlers who have been on their properties
for four or five years-and in two instances
for six or seven years--and they have still
not been granted a lease, although they
have had an Interim lease which, actually,
I have not seen; and whether It Is a letter
from the department, or what form it
takes, I do not know. Surely It Is only
right that a settler on taking over a block
should know the terms and conditions of
what he has to pay, because until such
time as a lease is signed these men are
afraid that any equity they have put into
their places could be easily lost. That is
a fear they have, and I think they have
some justification for holding It. The state-
ment continues--

As a means of restoring the WS.S
scheme to the basis originally intended
and promised to settlers, the Central
Council of War Service Land Settlers'
Associations urges:-

(a) that settlers dissatisfied with
their valuations be given the
right to appeal to a valuations
appeal board consisting of one
representative of the Minister,
one representative elected by
the settlers and a chairman
who shall be a practical
farmer and mutually accept-
able to both parties.

Members will recall that last year this
House disallowed a regulation dealing with
the appeal board. We tried to give some
instruction to the Minister in charge of
the Bill to set up a better 'type of appeal
board. Members will recall that the appeal
board as set up consists of the Minister's
representative, a member of the R.S.L.
and a police magistrate. The position is
that no settler can, of his own volition,
appeal against any of the decisions of the
board. It is not until the Minister himself
decides to agree that the settler can have
the right of appeal; and naturally enough
that is a case of Caesar going to Caesar,
because he would only be appealing to the

same board that laid down the conditions
in the first place. So there was some
Justification for the central council asking
for a different set-up from the appeal
board.

I know one case where the settler has
been trying for three years to get some
final valuation of his property. It was
given to him three years ago, but he pro-
tested and appealed. Yet after three years
of negotiation he has still not been able to
go to an appeal court and make his appeal,
in the correct manner, and is still waiting
for a final decision on his original appeal.
That should convince members that some
set-up Is necessary to give this man a
better opportunity of appealing against
valuations or other decisions of the board.

I do niot think that the three members
of the board should be permanently ap-
pointed. I think two should be appointed
permanently and the third should come
from the district concerned in the appeal.
That would enable somebody with a know-
ledge of the district and its local condi-
tions to assist the other members in com-
ing to a final decision. That idea would
work out much better for everybody con-
cerned, and I am sure that there would be
no trouble in finding, In connection with
each appeal, a reputable farmer who had
lived in the district for a good many years
and who would do the right thing, irre-
spective of whether the appeal was de-
cided in favour of the settler. I shall now
carry on with the statement, which
reads--

(b) That such valuations appeal
board, In assessing values, be
guided by the Principles laid
down In the original war service
land settlement agreement.

(c) That where allotment valuations
have been issued, final valuations
shall not exceed the initial value
plus the value of the additional
improvements effected by the
Crown since allotment plus sur-
vey fees.

(d) That amounts in excess of the
valuations assessed by the valua-
tions appeal board be written off
as provided for in the war ser-
vice land settlement agreemnent.

(e) That where Rural & Industries
Bank officers have declared pro-
perties insufficiently developed to
be Carried by the bank, a vigorous
policy of development be in-
stituted to bring these properties
up to the required standard.

The same thing 10 happening today.
The Rural & Industries Bank is refusing
to take over properties because In the opi-
nion of the bank the development of those
properties is not sufficient for the settlers
to carry on economically. Yet the Land
Settlement Board expects these men to
take over the lease of their properties

85D



860 [COUNCIL.6)

and carry on while the bank refuses to
accept a similar responsibility! That should
be sufficient evidence that some of these
properties have not been developed to a
stage where they are an economic propo-
sition.

I know of instances where some of these
settlers have, over the last four or five
years, been trying to make their properties
into an economic proposition, and the
standard of living of some of the settlers
and their families is pretty low, The re-
port goes on-

(I) That all settlers receive the same
lease as that issued to the earlier
settlers.

There may be some argument against that.
because the original Act has gone by the
board and new legislation is now on the
statute book.

(g) That a committee Including a
practical dairy farmer be appointed
to inquire into the numerous failures
In the dairying and tobacco industries
and to make recommendations for the
rehabilitation of these settlers.

In regard to the last two items. Mr.
Wlllmott asked some questions the other
day as to the number of tobacco growers
who had left their farms. The answer
was 29. That in itself Is sufficent proof
that there is something wrong with this
scheme so far as the tobacco growers are
concerned. I have been informed, and
I think the information is correct, that
93 dairy farmers have left the properties
which were originally allotted to them
under the war service land settlement
scheme. This again is proof that there is
something wrong with the scheme, and I
think members should be given an op-
portunity to Inquire into the reasons why
these men have left their farms. If we
could do that we would know the truth
and would be able to discuss the whole
question.

After all, we are responsible members of
Parliament, and we have to make the
laws. Surely we are entitled to make sure
that the laws we pass, in this and another
place, are caried out as was intended by
the legislation! The only way we can find
out the position in regard to this matter
is to have a further Inquiry. This state-
ment continues-

Surplus machinery: Would It be pos-
sible for the Land Settlement Board
to give details from time to time of
surplus machinery to this association
to be passed on to the various affiliated
associations and for W.8.L.S. to have
preference in purchasing this plant?

I do not know whether I am right, but
I believe that there have been one or two
clearing sales of surplus machinery be-
longing to the War Service Land Settle-
ment Board. It seems rather strange, as

the board had this machinery in its P0s-
session, that it put it up for auction wlly-
nilly without offering it to the settlers
In the district. Continuing the state-
mert-

Rentals: These are considered to be
too high and there appears to be a
marked disparity between developed
and project area properties.

That would be because the developed areas
should be able to carry a higher rental
than the project area blocks. But ap-
parently' the rental on the blocks in these
project areas is gradually increasing, un-
til It has reached or is reaching the same
level as the rental for the other blocks.

Carrying capacity: This appears to
be too high at 2-3 sheep per acre, par-
ticularly in the Rocky Gully area and
some consideration is requested here.

I have one report with me which states
that when some of these farms are brought
up to standard, a 1,500 acre property will
carry 1,500 sheep plus 100 head of cattle.
It seems to me that the rental and the final
valuation will probably be made on what
these farms will produce in the future.
Who can tell what a farm will produce in
the future? I think we should be practical
about a situation such as this and find out
the conditions under which the farmer Is
working today.

We have also to take into consideration
the number of years it has taken to de-
velop the property to that extent in order
to arrive at some price structure and a final
valuation. When we hear of a valuation
of £25 an acre for some of these places, It
would seem that it is too high. I am cer-
tan that unless these properties are
brought up to a very high standard--and
that cannot be done for five, six or maybe
10 years--that carrying capacity can never
be reached. This report continues--

Principle of disallowing concessions:
Settlers placed prematurely on lease
through economic pressure with as few
as 250 sheep were charged a high pro-
portion of super, rent, interest and
principal repayment. When it became
Impossible to pay these, the "assess-
ment" scheme was introduced. It Is
understood, however, that any accumu-
lated debts are to be a permanent debit
against the settlers' accounts, and it is
requested that the d"assessment"~
scheme be made retrospective with the
object of alleviating the settlers' finan-
cial position. In the event of a dis-
puted assessment would it be possible
f or an independent assessor to be made
available?

Again, in this respect, I consider a local
farmer with many years of experience of
local conditions would be the right man to
give some advice about a final determina-
tion and an assessment of those conditions.
I quote from this statement again-

Dairy f armers:, Particulars of how
the living allowance for dairy farmers
is arrived at,
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Machinery Pool: It Is requested that
machinery pools be established in the
Narrikup and Denmark areas.

Knowing the difficulties In this regard. I
think some inquiry is necessary before a
recommendation can be made.

Accounts: it is requested that
accounts be submitted to settlers
within 30 days of the 30th Junie and
the 31st. December.

That Is merely a machinery provision and
would not take up much time.

I would now like to refer to two state-
ments made by the present Minister for
Lands when he moved for the appointment
of a select committee In 1952. In my
opinion the same conditions apply today.
The first reference is on page 1052 of
Hansard, volume 2. 1952. and It reads-

That the department was not carry-
ing out promised Improvements to pro-
perties; that there was insufficient de-
velopment before placing settlers on
those properties; that the properties
and settlers were handed over to the
Rural & Industries Bank prematurely.This was all declared to be true in May.
1950.

That is exactly what I said earlier and it
is the s~ame as is happening today, four
years after the recommendation was made
and the report asked that something be
done about it. On page 1053 the present
Minister stated-

I am sure It would be found that
many settlers are credited with pasture
development they do not in fact
possess, and that they are expected to
continue this developmental work
themselves at their own expense, and
later, under the new system, to inter-
pret valuations made by the Minister.
I will deal with this aspect later. These
men who are expected to do this extra
developmental work themselves at
their own expense will, because of the
increased value of their farms, be com-
pelled to pay a higher rent on their
own labours.

Members will recall the debate which
took place in this House last year and the
questions which were asked. We members
of the Country Party had some fears in
regard to the amount of work a settler had
done on his property: we thought that In
the final assessment he would be charged
for his own work. So conditions today are
exactly the same as they were In 1952. If
the conditions were such as warranted an
inquiry then, conditions today also war-
rant some Inquiry, because after four
years something should have been done
about It.

I had the opportunity of meeting the
Wagin settlers the other day. I suppose
there were 30 or 35 men in the hall. and
approximately 15 of them had grievances
of some sort or another. I do not want
to go Into those grievances in detail, but

the fact that 15 out of 35 had grievances
--and the cases they Put UP to us were
genuine enough-proves that some Inquiry
is necessary to straighten out the position.
Maybe they are only trivial in the minds
of the members of the War Service Land
Settlement Board, but in the minds of the
settlers they are Important.

one of the worst features Is that these
fellows still do not have their leases, al-
though they have been on their proper-
ties for some years. They are worried
about their final valuations and what they
will eventually have to pay. They are
wondering whether they will get any re-
ward for all the work they have put into
their properties.

Nobody will argue that the original con-
ception of the scheme was bad. As a mat-
ter of fact, In Its original conception it
was a good scheme; and had it been car-
ried to fruition, there would not have been
many complaints about it. It has been
said, In their criticism, that the scheme
now, particularly In the project areas, is
almost what amounts to a confidence trick.
I for one, do not like statements lie that
to be made. But apparently the settler
who made It was dissatisfied with some
Part of the scheme, and there is only one
way to prove him right or wrong-that is
to have an inquiry and let him give evi-
dence before the committee.

The cardinal principle of the original
scheme was that the farm had to be an
economic unit from the start. It appears
to me, however, that too many of them
were allotted before the required standard
was reached. As I said earlier, It means
that if a settler is going on to a projected
area that has no initial valuation, he
starts at a great disadvantage. I claim
that too many of the properties are being
valued at what they may produce In the
future rather than on their productive
value today.

One area that was brought to my notice
Is divided into five different farms, the first
of which was the old original homestead.
This was taken out of the area, and the
settler was doing quite well. it was
carrying about 1,100 sheep, and it com-
prised about 1,500 acres. The other four
blocks are still almost in their virgin
state, despite the fact that they have been
allotted to settlers. Accordingly, what hope
has any settler of trying to make a living
under such conditions?

Another area has. I think, reached the
point where £28,000 has been spent on
about 1,509 acres, and yet not one hoof of
stock has been carried on it. I believe
the same area has cost at least £6 an acre
for grubbing Poison out. That seems to
me to be ridiculous when one considers the
methods used in handling poisons in these
days. it could be done much cheaper. All
these charges will be Made against the
block. If It is not all charged to one
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party, It will be split up and spread over
among the others under the new system.
Naturally any-extravaganlces such as these
are frowned on by the settlers.

On one occasion a settler offered to take
the risk, buy some ewes, and put them on
land on which there was poison: but he
was told that if he did so he would bave
to take the entire risk, and, apart, from
that, would have to pay 41d. a head in ad-
dition for agistment. These things may
seem small to members, but when they
are taken together they reach considerable
proportions and it is most frustrating for
the settler to sit around and wait. It is 10
years since the war ended,, and these men
are not getting any younger. They want
some guarantee as to -where they are
eventually going. So the longer the scheme
is delayed, the longer they will wait for
their valuations and leases.

The Minister for Railways: What is
the income of the settlers who are not
running any stock?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I do not know; that
is what I want to find out.

The Minister for Railways: Are they not
employees of the Land Settlement Board?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: In the time avail-
able to me I was not able to get those par-
ticulars, and that is the reason why I want
an inquiry into this matter.

The Minister for Railways: A man has
done well if he can live for 10 years on a
property that has carried nothing on it.

Hon. L. &. LOGAN: That is the story
given to me. Wrhether it is all a fact or
not, I do not know. There was another com-
plaint brought up in regard to the purchase
of stock: actually there were two com-
plaints. The first was that the quality of
stock was poor. Anybody who runs a farm
will appreciate the fact that it will not
help at all if one puts poor stock on to
one's property. It takes at least four to
five Years before it is possible to get any
decent stock. It may be all right if one
proposes to get rid of them quickly. But
bad stock are still bad stock two Years
hence, if they were not good in the first
place.

The other complaint referred to the
purchasing of stock at the wrong time of
the year. If a man Is going in for wool-
growing, and stock is purchased straight
off the shears, It means he has no income
for 12 months. This stock can be pur-
chased for the same price six months later.

There is another instance of stupidity
which comes to my mind, and that Is in
relation to a settler who had a one-ton
truck on his farm. 'Ibis man had 30 tons
of super sent out to him in one lot six
months before he required ft. He had to
handle all that super with a single one-
ton truck, and this had to be done speedily
in case the railways charged demurrage on

it. In the case of two other farms that
have been re-subdivided the settlers were
promised that 500 acres would be left In
a .mowable condition, that another 500
would be partly cleared, and all of it would
be laid down to pasture. It was anticipated
that those pastures would carry 1,500 sheep
plus 100 head of cattle. That Is rather
ambitious and I do not think it would be
possible.

The point is that, despite the fact that
settlers were promised that 500 acres would
be left in mowable condition, one of them
has informed me that much of his land
will have to be levelled and reploughid
before it can be left in a mowable condition.
It seems to me there is a considerable time
between the time the promises are made
and the time the work is carried out, and
the settlers are naturally frustrated and
wish to know when the Job will be done.

Under the agreement we find that the
powers in regard to control of the area are
vested In the Minister. These settlers are
selected by the War Service Land Settle-
ment Board as suitable, types of men to
carry on work as land settlers Surely they
should have the right to run their own
farms after they have been selected by the
board as suitable men, and after their
value and qualities have been assessed! Un-
fortunately, however, they do not have this
right; under the provisions of the lease
agreement, the Minister has control over all
of them. The Minister generally delegates
his authority to the man in charge of the
district and we often find the supervisor of
the district concerned endeavouring to tell
the farmer what he should or should not
do.

Hon. L. C. Diver: One of the supervisors
told me he was going to kill the suckers
with super.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Many of these
settlers know more about farming Whan
the supervisor.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Who were the
suckers?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I have quite a con-
siderable amount of correspondence with
these people to which I would like to refer,
but unfortunately I have not got it with
me at the moment. However, I think I
have given the House and the Minister
sufficient reasons why a select committee
should be appointed to Inquire into all the
ramifications of this scheme. After having
spent six months on a select committee
which was eventually appointed an honor-
ary royal commission, I would be the last
to tackle this job unless it were warranted.

I would like to Point out that the Minister
in charge of the war service land settlement
scheme has assured me that he would not
oppose my motion for a select committee.
and that he would be only too willing to
offer any assistance I may require in this
direction. That is the correct approach.
It is Possible that the Minister may feel
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that there are some faults and shortcom-
ings in his department and he would like
to know what they are. I hope the House
will give the motion speedy treatment be-
cause time is getting short. If a select com-
mittee is appointed, I would get on to the
job right away and report to the House
without delay.

HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) [8.57]:
I formally second the motion; and in do-
ing so, I would like to endorse the remarks
made by Mr. Logan. He mentioned that
the early settlers went on to properties
which were more or less fully developed.
In other words, they had been cleared;
they were sweetened land. The latter-day
settlers--those since the 195 O's--have
gone on to new projects* which have had
to be cleared. They have had many diffi-
culties to face, and the result has been
that the land on which they have settled
is what is commonly known as sour land;
and It would take at least five years to
sweeten it.

It is ridiculous for the Land Settlement
Board to envisage the carrying of 1,500
sheep and 100 head of cattle on 1.500
acres of that type of land in a period of
ten years. Any farmer with experience
would know that it would be impossible
to take a property such as that and run
that amount of stock on It in 10 years'
time. These farmers find themselves in
a most unenviable position.

As Mr. Logan said, under the terms of
the Act when a settler was placed on
one of these properties it was considered
to be an economic proposition. But that
has not been the case, as I believe you
yourself know, Mr. President. Quite a
number of these properties, particularly
those in the Many Peaks, Rocky Gully
and the Mt. Stirling areas, were far
from economic propositions when the
settlers went on to them. They may just
as well have gone on to virgin land.

It means that they have to meet their
rentals out of the Proportional Payments
on their stock, machinery and sheds that
are erected on their properties. These
amounts are considerable, Particularly
with the small income coming in from
the property. I cannot envisage how
those settlers are able to meet those de-
mands; and I think It has been proved
that they have not been able to do so.
That means that they have incurred a
debt which they will carry for many years.

They feel that they have been done an
injustice. When they applied, they were
unable to be given more developed areas,
and finally they had to take these areas
which I have mentioned and have suffered
a great disadvantage. So as can be inag-
Ined, they feel very sore about It. I think
most members in the Chamber, excepting
the new ones. will remember the wrangle
in 1954 about the alterations in the con-
ditions of the leases and the agreement
between the Commonwealth and 'the
State. They will remember that the

Country Party members, together with
some other members, were very strong
in their views on the subject, because we
knew what was happening and what was
going to happen, particularly in regard
to some of the settlers.

The Minister f or Railways: Has the
Question been raised in the Federal Par-
liament?

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Not to my know-
ledge. Mr. Logan also mentioned that
the Rural & Industries Bank had refused
to take over some of these Properties.
Naturally it would. The security from
the point of view of the Rural & Indus-
tries Bank does not exist, when we con-
sider the original or capital value of the
property to the Government. When ask-
ed for money to finance carrying on and
development, naturally the Rural & In-
dustries Bank will not play ball on some
of the properties.

A settler who wanted to put stock on
his property was mentioned by Mr. Logan.
I know of a case a few years ago where
an applicant requested that the depart-
ment let him put on the property sheep to
be paid for out of his own funds. He
had quite a fair account then. The de-
partment said he could do so, provided
he Paid aglstment. fees of 4d. per head.
I think it is a ridiculous attitude when
an allottee wishes to put stock on a pro-
perty and the War Service Land Settle-
ment Board would rather let the feed go
to waste than let him put stock on the
property and perhaps gala some little
advantage which would also be to the
advantage of the department in the long
run.

The Minister for Railways: It was not
his Property at that stage.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: But it would have
been in the long run. The same property
was overrun with rabbits, and no effort
was made by the War Service Land
Settlement Board to do anything about it.
Also, to the settler's dismay there was
quite a considerable amount of poison in
one part of the property, which he had
to overcome himself at a cost of hundreds
of pounds. This was at a time when sheep
could be Purchased at £2 per head; yet
12 months later they were £7 or £8 per
head.

This settler has battled on and come
good. He is not in a marvellous financial
position today, but it is through his own
efforts that he has got anywhere. Of
course, he was at a disadvantage when
compared to the earlier settler on a more
economic Proposition.

I am concerned about the settlers on
the new properties. This land has to be
developed from virgin country, and the
chaps will have to struggle for 20 years
if the price of wool drops further. The
Minister indicated that it is rising, but it'
could take a slump; and then where will
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these people be? They will not be able Section 6. Section 5 deals with qualifies-
to meet their commitments. The motion
moved by Mr. Logan Is necessary. We
should have a select committee to inquire
into the ramifications of war service land
settlement and I trust the House will sup-
port the motion.

On motion by the Minister for Rail-
ways, debate adjourned.

MOTION-JURY ACT.
To Inquire by Select Committee.

HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban)
[9.5]: 1 move-

That a select committee be ap-
pointed to consider and examine the
Jury Act, 1898-1953, and to recom-
mend such amendments as may be
considered necessary or desirable In
the light of present-day conditions and
requirements, particularly with respect
to--

(a) qualification, disqualification
and exemption of jurors;

(bi) the question as to whether,
and if so. on what conditions,
women should serve on juries.

May I say at the outset in introducing
this motion that I am not in any shape
or form opposing the principle of jury
service, but am asking members to give it
consideration. I consider there are grave
inconsistencies in a very important Act.
It would be as well briefly to examine
from our own point of view Just when Jury
service was developed in British-speaking
countries. Whilst I have done a great deal
of research on the matter, it is almost
impossible to trace the exact date of the
introduction of jury service as we know
It now. The textbooks that I have ex-
amined lead me to believe that it goes
back to the time of the Normans.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: There were
no women on Juries in those days.

Hon. A. F. GRflFrrH: Jury service as
we know it In Western Australia was In-
troduced some years prior to 1898. The
first Act on the statute book of this State
was included in that year. and I think that
when members look at the Act, a copy of
which I have In my hand, they will agree
with me when I say It is archaic, positively
and absolutely. In one expression, it
refers to the colony, whereas we know, of
course, that Western Australia Is no longer
a colony.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: When did it
cease to become a colony?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: When the
Federal Government took it over. Do not
cross-examine me! I think that for the
purpose of introducing this motion, It
would be desirable for me briefly to refer
to certain sections of the Jury Act; and In
the first place, I refer to Section 5 and

tions and liability to serve as common
jurors, and It says-

Every man between the ages of
twenty-one years and sixty years resid-
ing within the said Colony. and who
shall have within-the Colony, either in
his own name or in trust for him, real
estate of the value of fifty pounds
sterling, clear of all incumbrances etc.
& hall be qualified and liable to serve
as a common juror.

I lay emphasis on the words "qualified and
liable to serve as a common Juror."

Section 6 deals with those people who
are eligible to serve as special Jurors; and
as members know, the property qual-
fication for a special juror Is £500 as
distinct from £50 in the case of a. com-
mon juror. Members also know that a
common juror is called for the purpose of
treating indictable offences and a special
Juror for the purpose of assisting the
Judge, for example, to assess damages.
The common cases are contrary to indict-
able offences.

The Minister for Railways: The mere
possession of £500 would not mean that a
man was more qualified.

Hon. A. P. GRflFIH: The Minister
will help me by interjections of that
nature. I quite agree with him, and I
think It would be appropriate for me to
read a portion of Section 8 to show how
ridiculous it is as compiled at the moment.
It reads--

(1) Subject to the exception here-
inafter contained, every man between
the ages aforesaid and residing as
af6resaid, who is a Justice of the
Peace. or is a bank director, or is a
merchant not keeping a general retail
shop, or who has within the Colony-

and then it goes on with the property
qualifications for a person to be qualified
and liable to serve as a special juror. I
do not think it requires much examination
to see how ridiculous in these enlightened
times it Is for a qualification for a special
juror to be allowed to remain on that basis.
Of course, the very question of special
jurors Is one which is the subject of a
great deal of argument in various quarters,
and I think it would be interesting for us
also.

I will now turn to the common jury and
how the list of Jurors or the jury book Is
compiled. It is provided for in Section 9
of the Act. Section 9 says this--

The resident or Police Magistrate
of each district of the Colony, or (dur-
ing a vacancy In that office) some
other person to be appointed for that
purpose by the Governor for the time
being Shall, on or as soon as may be
after the first day of January In every
year after the passing of this Act,
prepare or cause to be prepared a
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suitable number of lists of all persons
qualified and liable to serve on juries
pursuant to the provisions hereof..

It goes on to say how the list shall be
compiled and it refers to the Second
Schedule of the Act; and this schedule
is the pro forma of the jury book. The
declaration that the magistrate makes is
this--

I hereby declare Pool aver that the
above list contains, to the best of the
knowledge, information and belief of
the greater part of the magistrates at
the special sessions holden for revis-
ing the jurors' lists, the names, quali-
ties, and qualifications of all persons
within the said district of
who are qualified and liable to serve
on juries according to the said Act..

I cannot see how the resident or police
magistrate would have the knowledge that
he was signing a true statement of the
facts. The Act provides under Section 9
that the resident or police magistrate shall
make up these lists on or as near as pos-
sible to the 1st day of January each year.
I have been down to the Supreme Court
and have ascertained that the jury book
contains the names of something fewer
than 6,000 people between the ages of 21
and 60, as qualified by the Act.

If we look at the Year Book for 1956~-
1 appreciate that these figures will in-
clude Persons who are under the age of
21-we find that the male population of
the State is 333,358, and the female popu-
lation is 309,413. I do not know from these
figures how many males there are between
the ages of 21 and 60. but it vould be
reasonable to assume that at least 50 per
cent. of them would come within those
ages. If we work on that basis, we will
come to the conclusion that 160,000 males
are between the ages of 21 and 60, and
those of them that have the meagre pro-
perty Qualification of real estate to the
value of £50, would be eligible and liable
to serve on the jury.

So it would appear-and I accept the
reasonable excuse-that the jury lists have
not been made up to date for quite a con-
siderable time. I understand that the
reason given for the jury book not being
kept up to date from year to year is
the expense involved and the shortage of
members of the Police Force who under-
take this work; and I accept that state-
ment. But we see the difficulty being put
forward. Members know that for the past
three or four years we have had Bills in
this House seeking to amend the Jury Act.

The Chief Secretary: You will have
them again.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I hope the Chief
Secretary does not mean that he is just
going to dish up this hardy annual.

Hon. E. M. Davies: It says so in the
Lieut.-Governor's Speech.

[311

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That is so: but
I hope that members, and the Govern-
ment too, will consider there is some merit
in the move I have made. Perhaps if we
have another jury Bill it may not be
the usual hardy annual, but something of
use to the State. I do not think the Bills
we have had previously would have been
of any use; and, furthermore, I do not
think that in the matter of application
there would have been any commonsense
to them.

From that point I would like to say that,
working on the same basis of 50 per cent..
there would be something like 100,000 to
120,000 females in Western Australia be-
tween the ages of 21 and 60 who, if the
legislation that has come before the House
had been agreed to would, in accordance
with the Act, be qualified and liable to
serve. What sort of a situation would we
find ourselves in if such were the case?
Members know that there are fewer than
6,000 male jurors listed in the jury book
at the sheriff's office.

Hon. L. A. Logan: Pass the jury Bill
and you will have 100,000 women on it.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: They will be
liable and eligible to serve; and then, we
have to get them on the jury book. Since
no attempt has been made, for the reasons
I stated a few moments ago-they are
reasons which I accept-too increase the
numbers on the jury list in recent years,
what steps are we to assume would be
taken as far as the female jurors are con-
cerned? If it was intended to put them all
on, then we would have the quite ludicrous
situation of having over 100,000 female
Jurors to 6,000 male jurors.

If we have another look at the Act, we
will find that when the jury book has been
compiled and the necessary lists or notices
have been Posted giving opportunities for
objections--I have not dealt with those
people who are not liable to serve as there
is such a long list of them, and most
members know who they are; and that list
narrows down considerably the field of
male jutrors--we find the situation that
there is compiled in alphabetical order in
the Supreme Court, the names of all the
people, male and female, who would be
liable to serve on juries.

Let us go a step further. This list is.
we can assume, made up on the 1st Janu-
ary, 1957, or as soon thereafter as possiblE
All indictable offences are required to bt
heard in the Criminal Court, and the
sheriff has to get a jury. So he goes
through the actions provided for in the list
and draws out the names in alphabetical
order, and calls the number prescribed for
in the Act by way of summons.

On the basis I have mentioned, of
100.000 women and 6,000 men-Provided
they are eligible: and a lot would not be-
would not the number of women who
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would serve on a jury be quite out of pro- I have introduced this motion in all good
portion to the number of men who would
serve? Surely members would agree that
a situation like that would be quite un-
reasonable. It is with one of these objects
in mind that I hope we can do something
about this question.

I trust we shall have an inquiry so that
people who are able to give evidence and
express their views on the question can be
a guidance to the committee. A subse-
quent report could be submitted to Par-
liament and members could then view the
question from quite outside a parochial
or party point of view. For the
good of the State some recommendations
could be incorporated In a Bill to alter
this archaic jury system that we now
have.

There is no necessity, I think, for me
to say a great deal more. I know it has
been the desire of some members here to
see women included on Juries. Members
know that I have supported that conten-
tion when the Ells have been presented.
I do not depart from the principle that
women should be entitled to serve on
Juries. I do not want It to be interpreted
that the purpose of introducing the
motion is to preclude or deny in any shape
or form the opportunity or possibility of
women being included as jurors. Far from
it.

But I do want to see us evolve in this
State a jury system which will be equit-
able from all points of view. If women are
to serve on Juries. then we should find out
the conditions under which they are to
serve. We have had the legislation before
us, and we have heard a great deal of
argument on it. I will not bore the House
by going through the pros and cons again.

I have done quite a deal of research on
the matter, and I notice that in the 1936-
37 edition of the "Australian Law Journal"
-I do not want members of the Labour
Party to vote against my motion because
I quote this--Dr. Evatt, when he was a
High Court judge, dealt with the question
of Jury service. His statement is reported
in vol. 10 of the "Australian Law Journal"
for that year. He went through the jury
service in each State and also as it ap-
plied to the Commonwealth. He said-

The first time we knew we had any
authority to appoint Juries was by the
Imperial Act of 1187.

He went on to say that the first Act
that was introduced in New South Wales
was later than that, but I just cannot find
the year at the moment. He dealt with
each State in the Commonwealth. and re-
ferred to Western Australia; and I found
the reference an extremely interesting one.
I felt, when going through It, that Dr.
Evatt in his capacity as a High Court
Judge, did feel then that some revision of
jury service was necessary.

faith. I realise the work that is Involved
in these things, and I ask members to
accept my statement that the motion has
been brought forward in good faith in the
hope that if the House agrees to the ap-
pointment of a committee, the investiga-
tion by that committee will result in
recommendations that will be of such a
nature that the Government will be able
to forget these small Hills that have been
brought down from time to time to amend
the Jury Act-they are measures which
cause quite a lot of dissension in certain
circles-and that we shall be able to bring
before this H-ouse and another place a
measure that will bring the 1908 Jury Act
more up to date with benefit for the State
as a whole. I trust members will support
the motion.

On motion by Hon. H. K. Watson, debate
adjourned.

PAPERS-BETTING.

Appleeross S.P. Shop.

HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban)
[9.291: I move-

That the Papers relating to the
granting of a licence for the starting-
price betting shop in Ardross-st.,
Applecross, with the exception of any
report made to the Betting Control
Board by the Commissioner of Police.
be laid upon the Table of the House.

I asked this question of the Chief Secre-
tary-

Will the Minister lay on the Table
of the House the papers relating to the
granting of a licence for the starting-
price betting shop in Ardross-st.,
Applecross?

The reply I received was as follows:-
No. The file will be made available

to the hon. member at the Minister's
office as it contains personal reports
of a confidential nature.

I appreciate the Minister's offer to let
me see the file, but I am sue members
will realise the position I would have Put
myself in if I had taken advantage of this
offer. I would have found myself in the
position that I had had conveyed to me,
on a confidential basis, the papers referred
to: and. in such a position, It would be
Impossible for me to refer to the contents
of the file to anybody in this House or out-
side. Therefore, I did not accept the in-
vitation that was extended to me by the
Minister; and because it is necessary for
me to have these facts tabled, I have
moved this motion.

When I first asked for the information
contained in these papers, the motion did
not include the words which asked for
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their tabling. In accordance with Stand-
ig Orders I amended the original motion,
and the amended motion is now before
us at the moment. I had a purpose in
adding these words In relation to the
tabling of the Papers, because I had read
the Betting Control Board regulations and
found that in Section 19, Subsection (4),
it say&-

A person shall not except in the
course of his duty, pursuant to the
Provisions of the Act or the regula-
tions for the time being in force,
directly or indirectly communicate or
divulge any information relating to
any matter which comes to his know-
ledge by reason of a report being made
to the Board by the Commissioner of
Police.

I am not in the slightest bit Interested
in seeing any confidential report that has
been submitted to the board by the Com-
missioner of Police. I would not, in any
circumstances, expect to get it in relation
to this or any other matter. I realise
that when a confidential report is made
by the Commissioner of Police on the re-
cord of any individual, it must be kept
confidential in the interests of the public.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: It is a privi-
leged document.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes; as Sir
Charles has stated, it is a privileged docu-
ment. Bearing that in mind, I want mem-
bers to realise that I am asking only for
the papers that refer to the granting of
this particular licence for a betting shop.
I cannot understand the answer to my
question given by the Chief Secretary,
namely, that the file contains personal
reports of a confidential nature other than
those to which I have referred. It is neces-
sary for me. as briefly as I can, to trace
the history surrounding the granting of
this licence.

I think the first time that the residents
of the Applecross district heard anything
about this application for a betting shop
was prior to the middle of February. When
they did hear of it, they were greatly in-
censed-as the correspondence reveal&-
that the Betting Control Board was con-
templating granting a licence for these
premises. They started to protest in every
way possible to prevent the licence being
granted. They approached a great many
people in order to bring that about, and
they also held a protest meeting in Apple-
cross on the 18th February, at which I
understand 150 people were in attendance.
Those present passed a resolution object-
ing to the establishment of this betting
shop and requested that something be done
to prevent the licence being granted.

On the 8th February a letter was sent
by a Mr. Norris for and on behalf of the
local residents whose signatures were at-
tached to a long foolscap list which cov-
ered three pages. The opinions of the

People of the district were also conveyed
in a letter sent to the Betting Control
Board on the 8th February, setting out
the views of the residents. A similar let-
ter was sent to Hon. H. H. Styants, Esq.,
M.L.A., on the 9th February, and another
was sent to Hon. J. T. Tonkin, ESQ., M.L.A.,
on the same date, pointing out the atti-
tude of the people in the district and
stating that they definitely did not want
a betting shop established in their dis-
trict.

On the 9th February the secretary of
the Betting Control Board replied to Mr.
Norris acknowledging the receipt of his
letter and stating that he would be ad-
vised as soon as possible when his sub-
missions were being put forward to the
board. On the 14th Februray the Apple-
cross Progress Association again wrote
to the secretary of the Betting Con-
trol Board, pointing out that an
emergency committee meeting of the as-
sociation had been held, the members of
which had set forth the objections which
they had to the granting of the licence.
They had also pointed out that the fore-
shore and the Jetty were within 50 yards
of the proposed betting shop; that Apple-
cross was a venue approved by the Educa-
tion Department for the holding of swim-
ming classes; and, further, that the estab-
lishment of a betting shop on this site
would considerably aggravate parking
facilities for picnickers, swimming parties
and so on.

Then, on the 14th February, the Apple-
cross Progress Association wrote to the
Melville Road Board, Ron. H. H. Styants
as Minister, Hon. J. T. Tonkin, M.L.A., and
to the secretary of the Betting Control
Board, extending to those individuals-
and, In the case of the Betting Control
Board, to the chairman and the members
of the board-an invitation to be present
at this protest meeting which they planned
to hold on the 16th February so that the
views of the people in that district could
be heard. On the 15th February, Hon.
J. T. Tonkin, M.L.A., replied to the Apple-
cross Progress Association and apologised
for his not being able to attend, but said
that he intended making an on-the-spot
inspection with the Minister for Police and
the members of the Betting Control Board
on that very morning.

Later on the 17?th February, a heading
was noted in the Press, reading, "Mr. Ton-
kin Opposes 'Betting Shop." It went on
to say that Mr. Tonkin was not in favour
of the establishment of a betting shop
in that particular place and that he
would do everything possible to prevent its
opening in the vicinity of the reserve and
adjacent to the Applecross Jetty. Also, on
the 15th February, the secretary of the
Betting Control Board nrote again to Mr.
Hughes. the secretary of the Applecross
Progress Association, acknowledging re -
ceipt of the invitation and stating that it
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would not be Possible for the chairman,
Mr. Andersen, or the deputy chairman, Mr.
Miller, to be in attendance at the meeting.

The Applecross Progress Association, on
the 20th February, wrote a further letter
pointing out that the protest meeting that
was held-

declares in writing its entire and
unanimous opposition to the establish-
ment of a betting shop on the pro-
Posed site at No. 3 Ardross-st., Apple-
cross, and has decided that copies of
the proposed resolution be sent to Mr.
Tonkin, Sir Ross McLarty, Mr. H. H.
Styants, H-on. W. Hegney, M.L.A.,
Hon. G. Fraser, M.L.C., the Chairman
of the Betting Control Board, Mr. J.
A. Hepburn, the Town Planning Com-
missioner. the Melville Road Board,
candidates for election in the district,
and Miss M. A. Fielman.

Hon. F. Rt. H. Lavery: Did You say
"candidate" or "candidates"?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is stated in the
plural. Then the Applecross Progress AS-
sociation, on the 20th February, sent to
every member of the Melville Road Board
a letter advising him of the motion that
had been passed at the meeting. Follow-
ing that, on the 22nd February, Hon. G.
Fraser, M.L.C.. wrote a letter. He said
that he had received a communication
from the Applecross Progress Association
and had taken a careful note of the reso-
lution unanimously agreed to by the rate-
payers present and that he would com-
municate with them again as soon as pos-
sible. It was one of those non-committal
letters which was not meant to get the
Chief Secretary into trouble.

The Chief Secretary: He never gets into
trouble, does he? Much!I

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Members will ap-
prediate the feeling of the people in the
Applecross district during the whole of this
time. They had had a large meeting
called by the progress association. They
had made representations to every one
they Possibly could hoping to get some
support to prevent the Betting Con-
trol Board establishing this betting shop
on the site proposed, and they had even
approached the Premier. However, it
seemed that despite all their efforts the
Betting Control Board intended to pro-
ceed to grant the licence. Then, on the
23rd February, 1956, Mr. W. L. Hughes,Secretary of the Applecross Progress As-
sociation, received a letter from the
Premier which was headed-

Re Protest Against Proposed Licensed
Betting Premises at No. 3 Ardross-st.,
Applecross.

It then went on as follows:-
I wish to thank you for your letter

of Monday last in regard to this
matter. I will make inquiries and will
write to You again at a later date.

That letter was followed by another from
the Premier dated the 13th March in
which he said:

Further to my letter of 23rd Feb-
ruary last in this matter I would now
advise, and you will be probably
aware of this, that the owner of the
proposed betting shop has decided
not to proceed with its construction.

At that stage the people in Applecross
were entitled to believe it was a closed
book; that the construction of the betting
shop was not going to proceed; that the
representations they had made had been
of value to them; and that everything
was all right.

But everything was not all right. The
building was proceeded with. Mr. Gaffy
came into this matter and wrote to the
Applecross Progress Association when he
was a candidate for Parliament, and
stated that he would do all he could to
see that the betting shop was not estab-
lished there. I believe he did that. I
believe that other members of Parliament.
in addition to Mr. Tonkin and the Pre-
mier, did all they could to see that the
betting shop was not established there.
But all was without avail, and the shop
at present is operating.

On the 8th August, 1956, we saw in
"The West Australian" that the Premier
said he would not like to see betting shops
near children's playgrounds. He was
replying to a deputation of Applecross
residents which objected to the site of the
proposed betting shop near the Applecross
jetty. The Premier does not want to see
betting shops in areas such as this.

One of the highlights of this case was
a letter which I must read out. It was sub-
scribed by Mr. T. Andersen, Chairman of
the Betting Control Board, and published
in "The West Australian" of the 14th
August, 1956. He set out why the Betting
Control Board had seen fit to grant this
licence, and this is what he said-

From the doorway of the premises
to the nearest point of the swimmers'
changing roam is just 200 yards; not a
"few yards" as allegedly stated to the
Premier, and published in your issue of
last Wednesday. From the same point
to the nearest point of the jetty is 89
yards. The shop is not visible either
from the jetty or the change room.
Where swimming takes place towards
the end of the jetty on the farther side
from the betting premises is at least
another 100 yards farther away. There
is no public access to the land at the
rear of the betting premises or con-
tiguous premises except by water.

The hotel is about 150 yards away
on the opposite side to the jetty and
changing rooms. If Mrs. De la Runty's
fear regarding the proximity of the
hotel to the reserve is supported by the
powers that be in Applecross. why did
they establish the reserve about 50
years after the hotel was built?
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The certificate of registration of
premises at 3 Ardross-st., Applecross,
for the purpose of betting was granted
on February 3, 1956, subject to the
provision of premises of an area, to-
gether with suitable toilet accomnmo-
dlation for men and women, acceptable
to the Betting Control Board and in
all respects subject to the approval of
the local authority. The latter gave
its approval notwithstanding that
some members afterwards denied
knowledge of that fact. if there was
widespread objection to the establish-
ment of betting premises at this site
instead of merely the opposition of two
or three people on personal grounds,
why did the local authority sanction
the building?

It is not the policy of this board in
granting registration of betting pre-
mises to commit the owner to expendi-
ture, under agreement, of between
£3,000 and £4,000 and then withdraw
its approval, without very substantial
reasons. The reasons given, so far,
have been contrary to fact.

It should also be remembered that
the Betting Control Board can only
deal with Premises which are the sub-
ject of an application. It cannot take
the initiative and direct particular
premises to be registered as betting
premises without the consent of the
owner.

After inspection of the premises con-
cerned by all members of the board, it
was unanimously agreed that there
was no justification for rescinding its
Previous decision.

That would seem to be an irrefutable
summary of the facts, but it would hold
about as much water as a colander. Mr.
J. E. Ellis, secretary of the Melville Road
Board, replied to Mr. Andersen in "The
West Australian" of the 27th August, 1956,
by saying this-

I- refer to a report made by the
chairman of the Betting Control Board
and published in your issue of August
14 in regard to the proposed betting
shop at Applecross. It would appear
that Mr. Andersen Is very anxious to
pass his problems to anyone who will
accept them and In this case the Mel-
ville Road Board is not prepared to
accept any mistakes that may have
been made by the Betting Board.

The lot has been a business site for
many years and the plans submitted
for the shop complied with the build-
Ing requirements. A permit was issued
by the building surveyor in the ordin-
ary way. Its use would not affect the
issuing of a permit. It is therefore
quite useless for Mr. Andersen to en-
deavour to pass it off on to the board.
All- the facts were investigated through
the Local Government -Depdrtment
when the objection was first lodged by

the residents of the area and it was
found there were no omissions on the
part of the Melville board.

The truth of the matter is this: I under-
stand that an original licence was applied
for in respect of these premises just after
the Betting Control Act was passed. The
original application to the Betting Control
Board was refused. The premises that are
situated at No. 3 Ardross Crescent, Apple-
crass, are owned by a man who runs the
tearoom there in conjunction with a store.
The correspondence on the file which took
place between the owner of the premises
and the Melville Road Board indicates that
the board had for some time been asking
the owner of the premises to make renova-
tions; otherwise the board would take steps
to condemn the building because of Its un-
suitability for occupancy.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: That is the tea-
room.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The shop on the
corner. The hon. member knows that bet-
ter than I.

Hon. F. It. H. Lavery: I do not want it
to be confused with the betting shop.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The betting shop
is a new building. The person who owns
the new premises made application to the
Melville Road Board on the 17th January,
1956, for a permit to build a shop. To
make sure that I could relate the facts
reliably, I inspected the plans and specifi-
cations in the application made by the
owner of the premises. Endorsed on the
back of the plan are words to this effect:
"The application to build a shop was
granted subject to demolition of the old
premises being completed within six
months." That is endorsed on the back of
the plan submitted by the owner to the
Melville Road Board.

I ask whether members of the Melville
Road Board were entitled to agree that the
man wished to build a shop at No. 3
Ar dross Crescent, to carry out the demo-
lition of the old shop and to Move into the
new one. That was what the road board
members thought. I am told they were
given even more reason to think that when
the person who owned the premises wrote
and said, "I cannot carry out the demo-
lition within the time you prescribe, and I
would like an extension of time." The
board gave him an extension of time.

Then we have the chairman of the Bet-
ting Control Board saying that the Melville
Road Board knew all about this. In my
mind I am quite satisfied that the board
knew nothing about it. I am equally satis-
fied in my mind, and I am sure the Chief
Secretary will agree, that the Melville Road
Board had no alternative whatever but to
grant the permit for the building of the
shop to the man who applied for a, per-
mit to build, because these were the facts:
The site upon which he wanted to build the
shop was a gazetted shop site; the Plan.

869



870O (COUNCIL.]

he submitted to the board was consistent is that responsible Ministers such as Mr.
with the by-laws of the local authority.
It showed a shop. It did not have to
show a betting shop.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Surely they knew.
Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: They did not

know.
Hon. E. M. Heenan: Could they not

guess?
Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: Why should they

guess?
Hon. E. M. Heenan: Did they not ask

what type of business would be carried
on?

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: To replace
another business Premises.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Surely they used
their imagination.

Hon. C. H. Simpson: They probably
thought it was for the applicant's own
use.

Hon. A. F. GRIFTH: I appreciate the
Interjection by Mr. Heenan. It seems
reasonable that they should guess. They
did guess because they had correspondence
on the file from this man which said, "Do
not make me alter the premises. I am
going to build a new shop. I know you
have Put on the back of my permit for
the world to see, the words 'subject to
demolition of old Premises'. They natur-
ally guessed, or Presumed-which is the
word I prefer to use-that the man was
going to move out of his shop Into the
new shop and carry on his busines from
there.

HOn. F. D. Willmott: They guessed but
guessed wrong.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: And as he said
to the board, "I cannot get out within
six months. I would like an extension of
time." i op,

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Is that a
grocer's shop?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is a tea-
room and a grocer's shop.

The Chief Secretary: The Melville Road
Board could not stop him building a new
shop Irrespective of whether the old one
was demolished.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I thank the
Chief Secretary for this information. He
has helped me considerably in my argu-
ment. As a matter of fact, I understand
the owner has not yet fulfilled the en-
dorsement that was placed on the back
Of the building permit, that being that he
demolish the building within six months.

Hon. J. G. Hislop: That is because he has
no need to.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Because he has
no need to now. There is a betting shop
in which the Melville Road Board thought
the owner was going to conduct his ordin-
sqY business. To my mind, the bad feature

Tonkin, and even the Premier himself,
wrote to these People and said, "You prob-
ably know this, but I want to inform You
this mian is not going on with the con-
struction of this betting shop." For Mr.
Tonkin to agree with that whole-heartedlY
and let the people think that the con-
struction of the shop was not going on-

The Chief Secretary: He still does.
Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: What does the

Chief Secretary think?
The Chief Secretary: I shall tell you

all about it very shortly.
Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Well, if he still

does, I am pleased to know it. But Mr.
Tonkin and the Premier must have known,
too, that this licence was granted to this
applicant on the 3rd February. It was
already there; and yet people in Apple-
cross could hold Protest meetings and write
to every Tom, Dick and Harry in the State
-to members of Parliament and anybody
they thought might be able to help them
-in the hope that this betting shop would
not be established there, and the Betting
Board simply seems to have brushed aside
their views and said, "There is a betting
shop here, and that is all about It, and
you can like it or lump it." That is a bad
state of affairs.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: There is one point
you have not made quite clear. When the
original application for the shop-

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member may be able to raise that point
later.

Hon. P. Rt. H. Lavery; It is a construc-
tive Interjection, Mr. President.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I wish, Mr. Presi-
dent, that you would allow the hon. mem-
ber to ask his question.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
can make his speech directly. Mr. Grif-
fith may proceed.

Hon. P. Rt. H. Lavery: The applicant
shifted to Swanbourne.

Hon. A. F. GRIF1TH: I know. I am
not in the slightest concerned about indi-
viduals in this case-with the man who
has the licence to run the betting shop,
or the man who owns the building, or
the fellow who originally applied. None
of these things interest me from the point
of view of bringing up their names in this
House so that they can be repeated by the
Press. That is not my object. My pur-
pose is to ask this House to discuss the
matter and vote for the motion I have
placed on the notice paper that the papers
be tabled.

The Chief Secretary: What are your
reasons?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The reason is
that the residents in the Applecross dis5-
trict feel that their representations, made
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to all the people I have mentioned, have
been completely fruitless. They feel they
have not been informed correctly as to
why this state of affairs was allowed to
proceed in the way it did, and they con-
sider they should still be able to make a
protest and guard against a repetition of
this kind of thing.

The Chief Secretary: Why didn't they
go to the members for the district instead
of to a member outside the district?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Because they
did not get any help from the members
for the district as far as I can understand.
In that respect, I am subject to correc-
tion. The first letter that the Chief Sec-
retary wrote to them could not be ex-
pected to fill them with a lot of hope.

The Chief Secretary: Forget about the
Chief Secretary! There are other mem-
bers for the district.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Would not the
Minister agree that in the West Province
the Chief Secretary is a very important
member?

The Chief Secretary: I would not like
to answer that. What about the other
two?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not think
It Is important to this debate to say
whether those other members were ap-
proached or not, but I did mention that
Mr. Gaffy played a part in it.

Hon. F. Rt. H. Lavery: That Is right.
Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: When it was

ranted.
Hon. F. R. H, Lavery: And he has played

a good part since.
Hon. A. IF. GRIFFITH: And also since.
Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Mr. Lavery was

not approached by letter or in person.
The Chief Secretary: They went to a

member for another district.
Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am unaware

of that fact.
Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: It is undeniable.
Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I would not

deny it, nor would I try to offer an ex-
cuse for the members of the Applecross
Progress Association not going to the hon.
member.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Is this area in your
electorate?

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Surely he has
the right to protest! I think this merits
a vote of no-confidence in the Govern-
ment.

The Chief Secretary: I think it merits a
vote of no-confidence against the Apple-
cross people. They went to a foreigner
and neglected their own representative.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I know that
the Chief Secretary's expression "dforeig-
ner" is purely colloquial.

The Chief Secretary: I meant to say to
someone outside the area.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am completely
Unaware of why these people have not
made a protest to other members; but I
know that they got little or no support
from those they did approach, and they
approached the most responsible member
of Parliament in the State-the Premier
himself.

Hon. F. R. H. [avery: Don't you think
they got any support from Mr. Tonkin?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: He went out
to the site and said, "I do not like this
betting shop any more than you dot'.

Hon. E. Mv. Davies: I thought you
wanted the file tabled.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Is the hon. mem-
ber going to vote in favour of the motion?

Hon. E. M. Davies:* I did not say what
I was going to do.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I did not want
to be parochial in this matter. I1 have tried
to keep away from all forms of personality.
It is just a matter that the residents of the
Applecross district want ventilated, and
they want to know why the Betting Board
took up this attitude. When they found out
that this licence was granted on the 2nd
February, they want to know why they
were very successfully hoodwinked over a
period of time and did not discover till
much later that the licence had been
ranted on the date mentioned. They did
not find out, in fact, until It was far too
late. For that reason I ask that the papers
be tabled.

I would like to ask the Chief Secretary
and other members why, if there is nothing
on the file to hide, there should be any
objection to allowing the papers to be
tabled.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Why did your Gov-
ernment refuse to table papers for me?

Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: If that is going
to be the attitude, I know that in the eyes
of the hon. member the case is doomed
before it starts. Because one Government
refuses to do something, he thinks that
is sufficient excuse for another Government
to make a refusal of the same kind.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Don't try to put
words into people's mouths! I never said
anything of the sort!

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It appears to me
to be like that. The hon. member asked
why another Government refused to table
papers that he asked for. I do not know
what papers he is referring to. I do not
think it Is even competent to discuss them
on this motion.

The Chief Secretary: I suppose they were
papers referring to the hon. member's dis-
trict, were they?
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Hon. E. Mv. Davies: Yes. Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not propose

Hon. A. P. GRIFFTrH: I do not know
about them.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: He will be able
to get them now if he wants them.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That is right.
Hon. Sir Charles Latham: My word it

is!
Hon. A. F. GRIFFIT'H: The people of

Applecross want to see the situation in this
case as it was from the start. I have par-
ticularly, avoided asking for confidential
reports to be laid on the Table. I do not
want to see them at all, because I do not
think they concern anybody in the case.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Don't you think it
improper to bring up a matter like this
which is outside your own district?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not think so.
Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Are you legis-

lating only for your own district? Cer-
tainly not!

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not think
so. If members will recall, on the discus-
sion we had in connection with the Betting
Control Bill, I Put forward a case, as
strongly as I could, for what would have
amounted to local option, with a view to
giving the people in a district the right to
say that they did not want a betting shop
there.

Hon. E. Mv. Heenan: Even so, you con-
fined Yourself to your own district.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Do I confine my-
self to my district in dealing with any
matter Pertaining to this notice paper, or
when I cast a vote?

Hon. E. M. Heenan: That is not analo-
gous.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Of course it is,
on the question of war service land settle-
ment. for instance.

Hon. E. MA. Heenan: I would greatly re-
sent it if you brought up something affect-
ing my district.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I cannot com-
ment on that. I think it is competent to
do so and that members will agree that
one can bring up any matter he thinks fit.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: It is not etiquette.
Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Isn't it? I

will give some illustrations from higher
authorities than this House.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: If the hon.
member were to make a study of Hansard

*he would find plenty of references to mat-
ters of all kinds that were brought up in
this House by members whether they
related to affairs in those members' dis-
tricts or not.

The Chief Secretary: I could understand
this if members for the district had re-
fused to do this for the people. They

*could then go to someone else.

to labour that Point. I do not know why
they did not go to the hon. member, ex-
cept that they did not get much satis-
faction from him earlier. All I know is
that they asked that some action be
taken because they did not expect to get
the support they wanted, and I appreciated
their point of view. They communicated
not only with me, but also with the Town
Planning Commissioner. They wrote to
everybody they thought they could get
some assistance from in order to prevent
this from taking place.

The Chief Secretary: Their own mem-
ber has helped them all the way through,
but they did not request him to ask for
the papers.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I regret that
that set of circumstances occurred, but I
do not think Mr. Lavery should be upset
by it.

The Chief Secretary: I meant that the
Assembly member had never been asked
to secure the tabling of the papers.

I-on. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is useless for
me to stand here answering these inter-
jections and saying the same thing over
and over again. I only hope what the Chief
Secretary has said will not be an excuse
offered for not tabling the papers. I con-
clude on the note that I hope members
will give the matter consideration. I have
told them a story that I am sure they
will agree needs investigation, and it is
one I hope will receive it.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, de-
bate adjourned.

House adiourned at 10.13 2'.m.


